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P
H
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p
a

g
es 8

 a
n

d
 9

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

2
0
0
4

C
L
A
S
S

P
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p
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R
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 p
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O
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 p
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g
e 16

C
O
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 p
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S
P

E
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I
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L
I

S
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U
E

th
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B
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n
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W
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g
S

em
in
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tu

rn
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B
en

n
in

gto
n

W
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g
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em
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T
H
E

B
I
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T
H

O
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T
H
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V
O
R
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 p
a

g
e 3

T
H
E

B
E
N
N
I
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G
T
O
N

B
U
L
L
E
T
I
N

B
O
A
R
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>
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 p
a

g
e 7

E
X
C
E
R
P
T
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F
R
O
M

L
E
N

E
D
G
E
R
L
Y
’
S

T
R
A
V
E
L

D
I
A
R
I
E
S

>
>

 p
a

g
e 5

R
A
D
I
A
N
T

N
O
T
E
S

>
>

 b
eg

in
 o

n
 p

a
g

e 4

L
E
T
T
E
R

F
R
O
M

T
H
E

A
L
U
M
N
I

L
I
A
I
S
O
N

>
>

 p
a

g
e 2

L
E
T
T
E
R

F
R
O
M

T
H
E

N
E
W

E
D
I
T
O
R

>
>

 p
a

g
e 2

C
O

L
O

P
H

O
N

T
H
E
P
E
O
P
L
E
 
W
H
O
 
M
A
K
E
 
T
H
I
S
 
H
A
P
P
E
N
 
A
N
D
 
H
O
W
 
T
O
 
G
E
T
 
I
N
 
T
O
U
C
H
 
W
I
T
H
 
T
H
E
M
.

P A G E

T
h

e B
en

n
in

g
to

n
 

W
ritin

g
 S

em
in

a
rs

Sp
rin

g 20
0

4
V

olu
m

e 8
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u
m

ber 2

G
a

b
r
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lle

 Z
a

n
e

E
D
I
T
O
R

<
gabezane@

snet.net>

A
n

d
y

 D
e

h
n

a
r

t
D
E
S
I
G
N
E
R

<
andydehnart@

yahoo.com
>

R
o

b
 P

h
e

lp
s

C
O
P
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E
D
I
T
O
R

M
e

g
 K

e
lly
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o

r
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C
L
A
S
S

N
O
T
E
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E
D
I
T
O
R

J
A
N
U
A
R
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2
0
0
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J
ea

n
n

ie K
im
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beangreen@
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C

a
th

erin
e T

u
rn
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hotm
ail.com

>
J
U
N
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2
0
0
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B
a
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a
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 B
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o

k
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J
A
N
U
A
R
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2
0
0
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M
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elly V

o
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J
U
N
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2
0
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A
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n
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a
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A
N
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2
0
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T
o

m
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a

b
a

ru
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m
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>

J
U
N
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2
0
0
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A
n

d
rea
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a

rrell <
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earthlink.net>

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

2
0
0
1

B
ren

d
a

 C
h

a
n

d
ler <

btubbyc@
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>
D

eb
b

ie D
a

n
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o
u

r C
h

a
p

el <
ddchapel@

com
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J
U
N
E

2
0
0
0

C
a

th
erin

e P
a

rn
ell <

catparnell@
rcn.com

>

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

2
0
0
0

L
ea

h
 S

ilverm
a

n
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a
les <

lollygagging@
earthlink.net>

J
U
N
E

1
9
9
9

S
u

sa
n
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cH

en
ry <

susanm
chenry@

earthlink.net>

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

1
9
9
9

E
la

in
e W

a
lters M

cF
erro

n
 <

EW
M

CF@
aol.com

>

J
U
N
E

1
9
9
8

S
lo

a
n

e M
iller <

sloane13@
yahoo.com

>

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

1
9
9
8

C
a

ro
l G

reen
h

o
u

se <
catm

ilan@
aol.com

>

J
U
N
E

1
9
9
7

J
ill J

o
rg

en
sen

 <
jjjorgensen1@

m
sn.com

>

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

1
9
9
7

L
a

u
ra

 O
rem

 <
O

rem
laura@

aol.com
>

J
U
N
E

1
9
9
6

D
o

n
 F

rea
s <

donfreas@
com

cast.net>
R

a
ch

a
el T

ecza
 <

rtecza1028@
aol.com

>
J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

1
9
9
6

V
icto

ria
 C

la
u

si <
victoriaclausi@

com
cast.net>

16

>
>

 fro
m

 p
a

g
e 2

u
s all w

ith
 an

 overn
igh

t assign
m

en
t to

w
rite a few

 lin
es in

 blan
k verse. N

early
everyon

e attem
p

ted
 it. It’s n

ot an
 exag-

geration
 to say th

at Jan
e m

oved
 m

ost of
u

s 
to 

tears 
w

ith
 

h
er 

lectu
re/read

in
gs

on
/of Joh

n
 K

eats, or th
at sh

e en
cou

raged
m

an
y of u

s to search
 ou

t a literary m
aster

w
h

en
 sh

e sh
ared

 th
e w

ork of h
er ow

n
m

aster, A
n

n
a A

kh
m

atova. 
O

n
 on

e of th
e sn

ow
iest n

igh
ts of th

e
resid

en
cy, 

a 
travel-fatigu

ed
 

G
alw

ay
K

in
n

ell read
 to u

s in
 th

e green
 d

in
in

g
room

, 
w

h
ere 

on
 

p
reviou

s 
n

igh
ts 

Sven
B

irkerts, 
D

eborah
 

D
iggs, 

M
aria 

F
look,

R
ebecca G

od
w

in
, D

on
ald

 H
all, Jam

aica
K

in
caid

, Jan
e K

en
yon

, D
avid

 L
eh

m
an

,
M

argot 
L

ivesey, 
L

iam
 

R
ector, 

an
d

Step
h

en
 San

d
y h

ad
 alread

y read
 to u

s.
Stu

d
en

t op
en

 read
in

gs w
ere also h

eld
 in

th
e green

 d
in

in
g room

, an
d

 Jan
e an

d
 D

on
tw

ice 
atten

d
ed

 
th

ose 
read

in
gs, 

b
efore

realizin
g th

ey w
ere ju

st for th
e stu

d
en

ts. 
W

e recreated
, too. M

ost aftern
oon

s,

w
e h

eld
 a cocktail h

ou
r in

 th
e p

u
rp

le d
in

-
in

g room
 (w

h
ere baked

 brie an
d

 sh
rim

p
cocktail w

ere th
e n

orm
). F

acu
lty som

e-
tim

es 
read

 
in

form
ally 

d
u

rin
g 

th
ose

h
ou

rs. O
n

ce D
avid

 read
 W

ord
sw

orth
’s

great 
p

oem
 

“L
in

es 
C

om
p

osed
 

a 
F

ew
M

iles A
bove T

in
tern

 A
bbey,” an

d
 an

oth
-

er tim
e Jan

e an
d

 D
on

 read
 each

 oth
er’s

w
ork in

 sets. O
n

e aftern
oon

, Jan
e in

vited
stu

d
en

t p
oets to sit w

ith
 h

er in
 th

at room
before cocktail h

ou
r began

 an
d

 ju
st read

th
eir p

oem
s alou

d
. 

W
e had m

usic, too. Israeli pop star
D

avid B
roza sang and played flam

enco-style
guitar at the opening reception in C

om
m

ons
L

ounge (aptly in that w
eather, introducing

his rendition of L
iam

’s poem
 “In Snow

”).
T

h
ere 

w
ere 

n
o 

grad
u

ate 
lectu

res;
th

ere w
ere n

o grad
u

ate read
in

gs; th
ere

w
ere 

n
o 

grad
u

ates—
n

o 
grad

u
ation

, 
n

o
grad

u
ation

 
d

an
ce 

p
arty 

(th
ou

gh
 

th
ere

seem
ed

 to be n
o lack of p

artyin
g or d

an
c-

in
g—

Jill M
cC

orkle even
 d

id
 th

e Sh
ag on

e
n

igh
t in

 W
ellin

g H
ou

se L
ivin

g R
oom

). 
W

e w
ere pion

eers, a little dizzy w
ith

first steps an
d tryin

g to stay vertical in
 a

“govern
-or-be-govern

ed” vortex, a vortex
kn

ow
n

 these days (an
d perhaps better so?)

as bein
g “T

ory P
rogressive.” T

hin
gs chan

ge. 
T

h
e 

W
ritin

g 
S

em
in

ars 
h

as 
grow

n
from

 its five core facu
lty m

em
bers an

d
th

e 25 stu
d

en
ts of th

e first class to ou
r

p
resen

t 
23 

core 
facu

lty 
m

em
bers 

an
d

n
early 10

0
 m

atricu
latin

g stu
d

en
ts. In

 10
years w

e h
ave becom

e on
e of th

e top
 p

ro-
gram

s in
 a rap

id
ly in

creasin
g n

u
m

ber of
low

-resid
en

cy grad
u

ate creative w
ritin

g
p

rogram
s, an

d
 w

e n
ow

 com
p

ete d
u

rin
g

th
e ap

p
lication

 p
rocess w

ith
 som

e of th
e

top
 resid

en
cy p

rogram
s. 

T
h

is Ju
n

e, at ou
r 22n

d
 resid

en
cy, 22

stu
d

en
ts are sch

ed
u

led
 to lectu

re, read
,

an
d

 grad
u

ate. Y
ou

 all h
ave p

layed
 a p

art
in

 
m

akin
g 

th
e 

W
ritin

g 
S

em
in

ars 
th

e
u

n
iqu

ely fin
e p

rogram
 it h

as becom
e. I

h
op

e you
’ll be w

ith
 u

s in
 Ju

n
e to h

elp
 cel-

eb
rate 

th
e 

18
th

 
grad

u
atin

g 
class 

an
d

th
ese first 10

 years. 
A

s ever, 
V

ictoria

C
L
A
S
S

A
G
E
N
T
S

T
H
E
B
E
N
N
I
N
G
T
O
N
W
R
I
T
I
N
G
S
E
M
I
N
A
R
S
A
L
U
M
N
I
N
E
W
S
L
E
T
T
E
R
 
·
 
S
P
R
I
N
G
 
2
0
0
4



F
R
O
M

T
H
E

E
D
I
T
O
R

D
ear C

om
rad

es,

In
 Jan

u
ary 20

0
1, I sat in

 B
arn

 O
n

e
w

ith
 20

oth
er B

en
n

in
gton

 W
ritin

g Sem
in

ar n
ew

bies an
d

 listen
ed

 to
L

iam
 p

rou
d

ly an
n

ou
n

ce th
at w

e w
ere abou

t to en
ter “T

h
e

V
ortex.” W

h
ich

 h
e d

efin
ed

 as, (say it w
ith

 m
e n

ow
) “A

 rad
i-

an
t n

od
e or clu

ster.” U
p

 u
n

til th
at p

oin
t I h

ad
 alw

ays en
vi-

sion
ed

 th
at little sw

irl of w
ater at th

e bottom
 of m

y bath
tu

b
w

h
en

ever I h
eard

 th
e w

ord
 “vortex.” H

ow
 little I kn

ew
. A

n
d

h
ow

 glad
 I w

ou
ld

 becom
e for th

at red
efin

ition
 an

d
 th

e relia-
bility of th

e “d
raw

in
g in

to its cen
ter” every six m

on
th

s for
tw

o years. A
m

on
g th

e ad
vice th

at L
iam

 im
p

arted
 to u

s th
at

d
ay abou

t th
e w

ays in
 w

h
ich

 to best p
roceed

 th
rou

gh
 ou

r cou
rse in

 th
e “L

ow
R

esid
en

cy E
xp

erien
ce” w

as a certain
 en

cou
ragem

en
t (w

h
ich

 w
e w

ou
ld

 com
e to learn

is on
e of h

is m
an

tras): “Seek ou
t th

ose w
ith

 w
h

om
 you

 fin
d

 rap
p

ort.” H
ow

 d
ecep

-
tively elem

en
tary th

e sou
n

d
 of th

at, an
d

 h
ow

 lou
d

ly it w
ou

ld
 rin

g th
rou

gh
ou

t ou
r

tim
e at B

en
n

in
gton

. 
In

 h
is recen

t ad
d

ress to th
e Jan

u
ary 20

0
4

 grad
u

ates, R
ick M

ood
y called

 it
th

e “con
solation

 of th
e w

riter’s com
m

u
n

ity.” It seem
s to m

e th
at th

is is on
e of th

e
greatest ben

efits of th
e ed

u
cation

 at B
en

n
in

gton
—

th
is “con

solation
.” F

or of all th
e

th
in

gs w
e becom

e im
m

ersed
 in

 w
h

ile at B
’ton

, from
 th

e p
ressu

res of p
rod

u
cin

g
m

on
th

ly p
ackets, to th

e an
xiety of d

eliverin
g th

e grad
u

ate lectu
re, from

 th
e joys an

d
w

oes of ou
r p

ieces bein
g torn

 u
p

 in
 w

orksh
op

, to th
e p

leasu
res of bein

g satu
rated

 in
lan

gu
age via th

e read
in

gs, an
d

 lectu
res, an

d
 con

versation
s in

 th
e p

u
b, it is th

at rap
-

p
ort an

d
 th

e con
n

ection
s it fosters, th

e com
m

u
n

ity it creates, th
at becom

es th
e

grou
n

d
in

g th
at carries u

s th
rou

gh
 th

e en
tire M

F
A

 p
rocess, in

to grad
u

ation
—

an
d

beyon
d

. In
 h

is sp
eech

 M
ood

y in
ton

ed
, “M

an
y are th

e p
eop

le you
 w

ill m
eet in

 life
w

h
o kn

ow
 little or n

oth
in

g abou
t w

h
at you

 in
ten

d
 to d

o an
d

 w
h

o care even
 less. A

ll
th

e m
ore reason

 to h
old

 on
to th

e fragile an
d

 sin
gu

lar com
m

u
n

ity th
at you

 h
ave

begu
n

 assem
blin

g h
ere.” F

or 10
 years n

ow
, B

en
n

in
gton

 alu
m

s h
ave been

 p
racticin

g
M

r. M
ood

y’s w
ise recom

m
en

d
ation

 via th
e A

lu
m

n
i A

ssociation
, th

e ch
ap

book
series, th

e B
en

n
in

gton
 C

ollective, an
d

 T
he F

a
r Sid

e of the V
ortex

alu
m

n
i n

ew
sletter.

B
u

t of cou
rse, th

is year, th
e greatest w

ay th
at w

e are offered
 con

n
ection

 w
ith

 ou
r

com
m

u
n

ity is th
e u

p
com

in
g 10

th
 an

n
iversary celebration

. 
In

 Ju
n

e th
ose w

h
o are able (w

e h
op

e it is m
ost of you

) w
ill gath

er back
togeth

er on
 th

e B
en

n
in

gton
 grou

n
d

s (som
e for th

e first tim
e sin

ce grad
u

ation
) to

celebrate th
e B

en
n

in
gton

 W
ritin

g Sem
in

ars, its creators an
d

 creation
. B

u
t m

ost
im

p
ortan

tly w
e w

ill be th
ere to celebrate th

e com
m

u
n

ity of w
riters th

at gives u
s th

e
con

solation
 of con

n
ection

, th
at con

tin
u

es to rem
in

d
 u

s of w
h

o w
e are an

d
 w

h
y w

e
d

o w
h

at w
e d

o, an
d

 allow
s u

s to keep
 d

oin
g it.

I h
op

e th
at d

u
rin

g m
y tim

e as ed
itor of T

he F
a

r Sid
e of the V

ortex, I can
con

tin
u

e w
h

at G
eorge C

arver started
 10

 years ago, to offer even
 in

 a sm
all w

ay, a
p

lace for B
en

n
in

gton
 alu

m
s to com

e togeth
er n

ow
 an

d
 th

en
 an

d
 rem

in
d

 ou
rselves

an
d

 each
 oth

er of th
e w

ork th
at w

e d
id

, th
e th

in
gs th

at w
e learn

ed
, th

e rap
p

ort w
e

establish
ed

, th
e com

m
u

n
ity w

e m
ad

e, w
h

ile w
h

irlin
g arou

n
d

 in
 th

e vast an
d

 p
ro-

fou
n

d
 exp

erien
ce th

at is th
e B

en
n

in
gton

 V
ortex.

H
ap

p
y A

n
n

iversary B
en

n
in

gton
 W

ritin
g Sem

in
ars!

See you
 in

 Ju
n

e,
G

abrielle 

P A G E2
F
R
O
M

T
H
E

A
L
U
M
N
I

L
I
A
S
O
N

10
th

 A
n

n
iversary G

reetin
gs!

In
 

Jan
u

ary 
19

9
4

, 
th

e 
W

ritin
g

Sem
in

ars h
eld

 its first resid
en

cy. 
T

h
rou

gh
 sn

ow
 m

easu
red

 by th
e foot

an
d

 tem
p

eratu
res cold

er th
an

 I’ve seen
th

ere sin
ce, w

e 30
 or so h

u
d

d
led

 an
d

bu
n

d
led

 ou
rselves from

 lectu
re to lu

n
ch

to w
orksh

op
 to d

in
n

er to read
in

g, before
retirin

g each
 n

igh
t to ou

r lu
m

p
y m

at-
tresses. 

I w
as a stu

d
en

t in
 th

at first class—
alon

g 
w

ith
 

G
en

e 
B

aker, 
M

au
d

y 
B

en
z,

D
eird

re B
on

ifaz, W
en

d
y B

u
tton

, G
eorge

C
arver, 

Joan
n

e 
C

lark, 
V

ictor 
C

ru
z,

C
ristin

a D
el Sesto, T

ory E
stern

 Jad
ow

,
R

u
th

 
F

arm
er, 

M
ark 

G
u

raln
ick, 

Stacey
H

arw
ood

, 
G

ail 
H

ath
aw

ay, 
T

am
m

y
H

ollin
s, 

B
ill 

H
u

n
t, 

P
errin

 
Irelan

d
,

T
h

erese Jam
es, C

olette K
elso, Joh

n
 L

an
e,

C
arole M

erritt, R
obin

 N
eid

orf, B
ren

d
a

P
itts, B

ee R
in

g, an
d

 T
im

 W
ooten

: 16
 in

fiction
, 3 in

 n
on

fiction
, an

d
 6

 in
 p

oetry. 
L

iam
 an

d
 P

riscilla w
rote u

s letters of
w

elcom
e 

an
d

 
greeted

 
u

s 
in

 
C

om
m

on
s

lou
n

ge at registration
. O

u
r five core fac-

u
lty m

em
bers w

ere Su
san

 D
od

d
, M

aria
F

look, an
d

 Jill M
cC

orkle in
 fiction

; L
iam

in
 p

oetry; an
d

 D
avid

 L
eh

m
an

 in
 n

on
fic-

tion
 also tau

gh
t on

e of th
e p

oets. T
ree

Sw
en

son
, th

e fou
n

d
er of ou

r p
u

b. m
od

-
u

les, w
as w

ith
 u

s th
at first Jan

u
ary, too. 

A
ll th

e lectu
res w

ere h
eld

 in
 B

arn
O

n
e 

(n
ow

 
B

arn
 

10
0

). 
O

u
r 

ow
n

 
S

ven
B

irkerts w
as w

ith
 u

s th
en

 as an
 associate

facu
lty 

an
d

 
lectu

red
 

b
rillian

tly 
ab

ou
t

read
in

g 
(h

is 
lifelon

g 
ob

session
) 

an
d

abou
t 

h
is 

con
cern

s 
for 

literatu
re 

in
 

a
fu

tu
re 

th
at 

w
as 

b
ein

g 
“forged

” 
b

y 
a

“w
h

olesale sh
ift in

to an
 electron

ic age.”
F

ew
 of u

s foresaw
 h

ow
 exten

sive th
at

sh
ift w

ou
ld

 be or th
at th

e In
tern

et’s ever-
exp

an
d

in
g W

orld
 W

id
e W

eb w
ou

ld
 soon

catch
 u

s all (in
clu

d
in

g, even
tu

ally, th
e

C
yberbirk h

im
self). 

D
on

ald
 H

all an
d

 Jan
e K

en
yon

 w
ere

b
oth

 
w

ith
 

u
s. 

D
on

 
d

elivered
 

lively,
in

sp
ired

 lectu
res on

 p
rosod

y, givin
g fic-

tion
, 

n
on

fiction
, 

an
d

 
p

oetry 
stu

d
en

ts
m

u
ch

 to th
in

k abou
t w

h
en

 h
e su

rp
rised

L
E

T
T

E
R

S
F
R
O
M
B
E
N
N
I
N
G
T
O
N
A
N
D
B
E
Y
O
N
D

N
O

T
E

S
D
I
S
P
A
T
C
H
E
S
F
R
O
M
1
0
 
Y
E
A
R
S
O
F
C
L
A
S
S
M
A
T
E
S

P A G E15
to abdicate the throne. >>BOB RRHODES

W
as

last seen at a pay phone in Jersey, w
here he’s

rum
ored 

to 
be 

living. 
>

>
CARO

LYN
SCARBROUGH

I have several unfinished proj-
ects nagging: a revam

ping of m
y poetry m

s, pulling
together som

e short stories into the beginnings of
a fiction m

s and a nonfiction book about the adop-
tion/infertility life change. This nonfiction project
should becom

e the m
ain project for this year. And

daily poem
s–a com

m
itm

ent that continues to sur-
prise and sustain m

e.
(Ed.’s note: O

n top of all
this, Carolyn’s husband bought her a ticket to
Sw

eden for Christm
as so she could have a visit

w
ith W

illiam
 and Kerstin M

ales. “A
big surprise!”

she says). >
>

SARAH SSILBERT
In April, I’m

traveling to New
 Ham

pshire to enjoy a m
onth at

the M
acDow

ell Colony, then in June I head W
est for

another residency at Ucross in W
yom

ing. M
y year

“off” to w
rite has been harrow

ing, delicious, fruit-
ful. You can find m

y latest published essay in The
Sun’s Septem

ber 2003 issue. 

- - - - -

J
U
N
E
 
1
9
9
7

class agent Jill Hill Jorgensen

>
>

JILL JJORGENSEN ((FORM
ERLY HHILL)

I
norm

ally w
ould not give new

s as nothing of note
has happened. M

y puppy didn’t arrive due to the
vagaries of dog love. I am

 still in school and begin-
ning to realize w

hat a M
aster of Science in Clinical

Psychology entails, yes, som
e understanding of sci-

ence. O
therw

ise I am
 still enjoying m

y grandson,
w

ho is now
 alm

ost four, and trying to w
ork in som

e
w

riting that doesn’t involve the science of the
brain or psychological testing. I know

 I am
 looking

forw
ard to the reunion, w

hich I w
ill attend, w

ith
m

y daughter w
ho is interested in going to school at

G
oddard and w

ants to m
ake the trip to see w

hat
Verm

ont is all about. Please note m
y new

 em
ail is

jjjorgensen1@
m

sn.com
. 

N
ew

 
address: 

1601
Denver, Boise, Idaho 83706; sam

e phone 208-345-
1725. >>ISABEL RROSE

: Released her w
ell-

received 
m

ovie, 
Anything 

But 
Love, 

a 
m

usical
rom

antic 
com

edy. 
The 

m
ovie 

opened 
to 

good
review

s so check it out w
hen it gets to your tow

n.
Isabel also signed a tw

o-book deal w
ith Doubleday

and her book The J.A.P. Chronicles
w

ill be released
soon. W

atch for it. (Ed.’s note: The notes for the
June class of ‘97 are am

azingly sm
all. It seem

s the
m

ajority of m
y class w

ent m
issing or is in serious

w
inter hibernation. I w

ish all w
ell and hope to see

m
em

bers of our class at the reunion.) 

- - - - -

J
A
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U
A
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1
9
9
7

class agent Laura O
rem

>
>

REBECCA BBOYD
It’s been a w

hile since
I’ve sent anything into the Vortex

... m
ostly ‘cause

I don’t have m
uch to say regarding m

y literary life.

It m
ay be interesting to note that I am

 hom
e

schooling m
y son this year–w

ith a strong focus on
creative w

riting–and that I’m
 hoping to m

ake it up
to the Bennington alum

ni retreat in June. I did pay
a visit to Carol G

reenhouse and her beautiful baby
Zoe out in Santa Fe during a hom

e schooling “field
trip” to the G

rand Canyon in Decem
ber. And I am

still trying to keep abreast of the fiction subm
is-

sions 
that 

pour 
into 

Post 
Road. >

>
JAIM

E
CLARKE

Teaches 
creative 

w
riting 

at 
the

University 
of 

M
assachusetts 

in 
Boston 

and 
at

Em
erson College. >>LYN FFRASER

I taught an
honors 

course, 
“Spiritual 

Them
es 

in 
M

odern
Literature,” at M

esa State College in Colorado dur-
ing the fall sem

ester. Currently, I am
 taking this

sem
ester off to w

ork on w
riting projects and am

spending part of the tim
e in Austin. >>BETTY

KRONSKY
I retired from

 m
y long career as a

psychotherapist a year ago and after taking som
e

celebratory trips (Turkey, Ibiza, London) I have set-
tled in to w

riting. After I revise tw
o short stories,

I am
 going to com

plete a m
em

oir about m
y expe-

riences 
w

ith 
m

y 
Tibetan 

Buddhist 
teachers.

>>DEB LLEVY
I’ve been keeping busy doing

som
e adjunct teaching for a couple of colleges in

the area. This past fall m
y husband and I bought a

condo on Lake M
ichigan (it’s a nice quiet little

place, w
hich I’m

 hoping w
ill inspire m

e to do lots
of w

riting). >
>

M
IKE LLYTHGOE

Just returned
from

 the W
indhover Journal

W
riting Festival in

Texas. G
ood fun. Rem

inded m
e of the old days at

Bennington. I had a review
 of Les M

urray’s poem
s

in the latest issue of W
indhover. G

ot to read
poem

s at the festival. M
et som

e new
 w

riters.
Inspiring. Recently review

ed Recovered Body
by

Scott Cairns for Praesidium
, and w

ill be presenting
a program

 on John Haines’
poetry w

ith tw
o other

poets in February. M
y essay on Haines, “The Night

of Painted Iron,” w
as included in the anthology, A

G
radual Tw

ilight, and five poem
s on painting and

painters w
ill be published “any tim

e now
” in an

anthology by M
ellen Poetry Press. Still teaching

W
orld History at Culpeper High School. Louise and

I are planning to relocate to South Carolina over
the 

sum
m

er. 
W

e 
w

ill 
call 

it 
retirem

ent.
>

>
NIKKI MM

ACDONALD
W

e’re expecting a
new

 addition to the fam
ily in M

ay, and Ian contin-
ues to thrive. He’s an extrem

ely verbal tw
o-year-

old. Keeps m
e busy. No tim

e to w
rite, but I’m

doing a good bit of reading. >>LAURA OOREM
O

ver the past few
 m

onths, m
y w

riting has been put
aside 

due 
m

y 
oldest 

son’s 
serious 

illness.
Fortunately (and knock w

ood!), he is doing better,
and in betw

een keeping an eye on m
y fam

ily,
teaching at G

oucher and Villa Julie colleges, and
w

orking on m
y jew

elry business, I’m
 looking for-

w
ard to doing a little w

riting this spring. Hey, I
thrive 

on 
chaos–you 

should 
see 

m
y 

house.
>

>
CAROL TTURNER

I’m
 w

riting again after
taking six m

onths off w
hile I w

ent to court report-
ing school. Now

 I’m
 a hom

e student planning to
m

ake tons of m
oney out of m

y new
 career. Also

w
orking on (yet another) novel. I decided to foster

a greyhound off the tracks, and now
 I’m

 falling in
love w

ith her and w
ill probably adopt her, w

hich
m

eans I w
ill have 3 cats and 2 greyhounds–m

aking
m

e the local crazy anim
al w

om
an. O

h w
ell. 

- - - - -
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class agent Victoria Clausi

>
>

VICTORIA CCLAUSI
I have been w

riting
daily, subm

itting poem
s to journals and m

agazines
(and even to a chapbook contest). I’m

 also w
ork-

ing on a full-length m
anuscript of poem

s. I’ll be
m

oderating a round-table discussion on the future
of low

-residency graduate w
riting program

s at the
AW

P
conference in Chicago in M

arch. Panelists
include alum

 Robin Neidorf and Andrea Jarrell and
three 

lo-res 
w

riting-program
 

directors: 
Chiard

Deniord, Robin Hem
ley, and Liam

 Rector. Along
w

ith a grow
ing group of alum

ni, I’ve also been
hard at the details of the 10th anniversary cele-
bration that w

ill take place this sum
m

er. Looking
forw

ard to seeing a big group of you suspects in
Chicago (for AW

P) and in Bennington for the 10th
anniversary bash in June. >>RUTH FFARM

ER
I

resigned from
 the Putney School in June 2003, and

I’m
 now

 in Northw
estern Verm

ont full tim
e, w

rit-
ing daily, and trying to publish short stories, essays
and poem

s. I’ve been w
orking w

ith the National
W

riting Project in Verm
ont off and on for a num

ber
of 

years 
and 

now
 

serve 
as 

their 
In-Service

Coordinator. 
I 

recently 
taught 

NW
P-VT’s 

first
three-credit 

course, 
Teaching 

and 
W

riting 
in

Verm
ont Schools. During Spring 2004, I w

ill be a
faculty advisor for students enrolled in G

oddard
College’s 

B. 
A. 

Individualized 
Study 

Program
.

>>JOHN LLANE
I’ve been w

orking this m
onth

to set up a long southern publicity tour for m
y new

book from
 University of G

eorgia Press, Chatooga:
Descending Into the M

yth of Deliverance River. So
far 

I’ve 
got 

stops 
in 

Virginia, 
Tennessee,

M
ississippi, Arkansas, G

eorgia, North Carolina, and
South Carolina. Barnstorm

ing, as Dickey used to
call it. University of G

eorgia Press is also bringing
out W

aist Deep In Black W
ater

in paper at the
sam

e tim
e. Also had 15 poem

s in Nobel Trees of
Upstate South Carolina, a coffee table book from
Hub City W

riters Project. O
n the personal front,

things are good–w
alks w

ith Betsy along the creek,
new

 
house, 

off 
from

 
teaching 

this 
m

onth!
>

>
ROBIN NNEIDORF

Som
ehow, I continue to

w
rite. It never com

es as quickly as I w
ant it to, but

I feel that I’m
 onto som

ething uniquely m
ine,

w
hich is extrem

ely satisfying. (O
f course, that

could just be the w
riter’s euphoria talking.) If I

ever finish the book, you-all can let m
e know

 if I’m
self-deluded or brilliant. I have an internal dead-
line to com

plete a draft by m
y next birthday–M

ay
17. I can’t believe it’s been 10 years since w

e first
m

et. I’m
 hoping to see you all at the June 2004

celebration. You w
on’t believe the lines that have

appeared around m
y eyes; how

 have you changed? 
>

>
 co

n
tin

u
es o

n
 p

a
g

e 16



B
Y

G
E
O
R
G
E

C
A
R
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E
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J
A
N

‘
9
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N
in

e frozen
 B

en
n

in
gton

 Jan
u

aries ago, at th
e m

aid
en

  
m

eetin
g of w

h
at w

e h
op

ed
 w

ou
ld

 becom
e th

e W
ritin

g 
Sem

in
ars A

lu
m

n
i A

ssociation
, th

e con
sen

su
s am

on
g

th
ose in

 atten
d

an
ce w

as th
at m

y id
ea for an

 alu
m

n
i n

ew
sletter

w
as a bit p

rem
atu

re.  B
esid

es th
ere bein

g n
o m

on
ey, th

ere w
as

th
e issu

e of au
d

ien
ce: in

clu
d

in
g ou

r 20
 fresh

ly m
in

ted
 grad

u
-

ates, alu
m

n
i read

ersh
ip

 w
ou

ld
 n

ot break a h
u

n
d

red
 for tw

o
m

ore years. 
F

ou
r m

on
th

s later, I d
elivered

 to C
illa a box con

tain
in

g 10
0

cop
ies of th

e p
rem

ier issu
e of T

he F
a

r Sid
e of T

he V
ortex.  Sh

e
sen

t cop
ies of its eigh

t m
od

est p
ages to ou

r alu
m

n
i (w

h
ich

 after
Ju

n
e’s grad

u
ation

 w
ou

ld
 exceed

 30
!) to th

e facu
lty, as w

ell as
to all cu

rren
t an

d
 in

com
in

g stu
d

en
ts. 

T
h

e rest, as th
ey say, is h

istory.  T
h

e sem
i-an

n
u

al arrival of
T

he F
a

r Sid
e of the V

ortex
is n

ow
 to p

ost-grad
u

ation
 life w

h
at

L
iam

’s “V
ortex” sp

eech
 is to each

 in
com

in
g class of n

ew
 stu

-
d

en
ts.  T

h
ou

gh
 T

he F
a

r Sid
e

cost m
e 20

0
-od

d
 d

ollars to p
ro-

d
u

ce, it w
as n

ot d
on

e w
ith

 an
y exp

ecta-
tion

 of rep
aym

en
t. It w

as a gift, a gestu
re

of ap
p

reciation
 for w

h
at B

en
n

in
gton

 h
ad

given
 m

e. It w
as also a veh

icle for m
ain

-
tain

in
g con

n
ection

s betw
een

 m
yself, m

y
frien

d
s an

d
 form

er classm
ates, an

d
 th

e
p

rogram
 itself. T

h
ou

gh
 even

tu
ally L

iam
an

d
 C

illa d
ecid

ed
 to cover m

y costs, I h
ad

been
 p

rep
ared

 from
 th

e start to p
u

blish
several m

ore ed
ition

s before p
assin

g th
e

h
at. In

 
T

he 
G

ift: 
Im

a
g

in
a

tion
 

a
n

d
 

the
E

rotic 
L

ife 
of 

P
rop

erty
, 

au
th

or 
L

ew
is

H
yd

e w
rites of gifts an

d
 th

e p
rocess of

giftin
g, 

from
 

both
 

an
th

rop
ological 

an
d

artistic 
p

ersp
ectives. 

(B
y 

n
ecessity 

of
sp

ace, I m
u

st su
m

m
arize h

is argu
m

en
ts

briefly, bu
t I h

igh
ly recom

m
en

d
 th

e book
to an

yon
e w

h
o con

sid
ers h

im
self or h

er-
self to be a follow

er of th
e artist’s p

ath
.)

H
e begin

s th
e book w

ith
 an

 exam
in

a-
tion

 of th
e role of gifts in

 society. O
n

 a
ch

ain
 of Sou

th
 P

acific islan
d

s th
ere is a

p
rim

itive cu
ltu

re (w
h

ose n
am

e elu
d

es m
e at th

e m
om

en
t) th

at
u

ses 
giftin

g 
to 

m
ain

tain
 

th
e 

social 
an

d
 

p
olitical 

n
etw

ork
betw

een
 islan

d
s. E

very islan
d

 settlem
en

t p
eriod

ically sen
d

s a
gift to an

oth
er islan

d
. E

very islan
d

 p
eriod

ically receives a gift.
In

terestin
gly, n

o islan
d

 kn
ow

s from
 w

h
ich

 n
eigh

bor th
eir gift

w
ill arrive.

T
h

e gifts are of a con
su

m
able n

atu
re—

food
, cloth

in
g, orn

a-
m

en
tation

. T
h

e recip
ien

ts, h
ow

ever, n
ever u

se th
eir gifts, n

or
d

o th
ey keep

 th
em

 for lon
g. A

 gift th
at is con

su
m

ed
 or kep

t,
becom

es d
ep

leted
. A

 gift m
u

st con
tin

u
ally be given

 to rem
ain

 a
gift. W

h
en

 th
e gift is sen

t to on
e of th

e oth
er islan

d
s, it leaves

in
 its w

ake a stren
gth

en
ed

 sen
se of com

m
u

n
ity, good

 w
ill, an

d
frien

d
sh

ip
. K

ep
t or sp

en
t, it becom

es p
rop

erty, su
bject to th

e
law

s an
d

 econ
om

ics govern
in

g com
m

erce. M
arkets are a zero-

su
m

 p
rocess of exch

an
ge an

d
 th

e d
ep

letion
 of resou

rces; gifts
take n

oth
in

g an
d

 ad
d

 to ou
r w

ell-bein
g, ou

r sp
irit. T

h
e con

tin
-

u
ou

s circu
lation

 of gifts betw
een

 th
ose geograp

h
ically d

istan
t

islan
d

s su
stain

 th
eir cu

ltu
re’s sen

se of u
n

ity an
d

 con
n

ection
.

L
ookin

g at gifts from
 an

 arts p
ersp

ective, L
ew

is w
rites of

in
sp

iration
 as a gift from

 th
e god

s, an
 en

d
ow

m
en

t of th
e

M
u

ses. A
rtists an

d
 w

riters take in
sp

iration
an

d
 forge it in

to stories, books, an
d

 w
orks of

art. B
u

t, h
e n

otes im
p

ortan
tly, th

e p
rocess is

n
ot com

p
lete u

n
til th

e fin
ish

ed
 w

ork of art is
p

assed
 in

to th
e com

m
u

n
ity, w

h
ere it can

 be
en

joyed
, savored

, an
d

 give in
sp

iration
. 

Sin
ce leavin

g B
en

n
in

gton
, I h

ave been
in

volved
 in

 several artistic p
rojects—

T
he F

a
r Sid

e of the V
ortex

bein
g th

e first an
d

 m
ost m

od
est—

th
at I w

ou
ld

 call gifts to th
e

com
m

u
n

ity. E
very on

e of th
em

 affected
 p

eop
le’s lives, m

ost in
sm

all w
ays, th

ou
gh

 on
e p

roject actu
ally ch

an
ged

 th
e lives of

m
an

y w
h

o p
articip

ated
. F

or n
on

e of th
em

 w
as I p

aid
, yet from

each
 I d

iscovered
 a p

articu
lar typ

e of satis-
faction

 th
at lies at th

e h
eart of givin

g as an
artist. 

O
n

 th
e on

e h
an

d
, to tru

ly give it, I h
ad

to let go of m
y ow

n
ersh

ip
 in

 th
e w

ork,
w

h
ich

 left m
e briefly w

ith
 a sen

se of em
p

ti-
n

ess an
d

 loss. T
h

e good
 p

art w
as a visceral

satisfaction
 of creatin

g som
eth

in
g of beau

ty
or m

ean
in

g in
 th

e w
orld

 th
at h

ad
 n

ever
existed

 before. 
M

y greatest ch
allen

ge as ed
itor of T

he
F

a
r Sid

e of the V
ortex

w
as gettin

g alu
m

s to
su

bm
it w

ork for p
u

blication
. T

h
e p

roblem
h

as con
tin

u
ed

 for every ed
itor sin

ce. T
h

e
p

roblem
s is th

is: T
he F

a
r Sid

e
p

ays n
oth

-
in

g. It lacks th
e statu

s of a P
a

ris R
eview

or
a P

if; it w
ou

ld
 n

ever be cited
 in

 on
e’s list of

p
u

blish
in

g cred
its. T

he F
a

r Sid
e

offers n
on

e
of w

h
at w

e th
in

k it m
ean

s to be su
cceed

in
g

as a w
riter, on

ly th
e op

p
ortu

n
ity to com

m
u

-
n

icate w
ith

 an
 exclu

sive an
d

 elite com
m

u
n

i-
ty w

h
ich

 m
an

y of u
s cam

e to love after th
e

tw
o years im

m
ersion

 in
 its resid

en
cies an

d
regim

en
s. 

T
o w

rite for T
he F

a
r Sid

e, you
 h

ave to fin
d

 in
sp

iration
, fin

d
th

e tim
e to w

rite an
d

 m
eet a d

ead
lin

e. Y
ou

 h
ave to give it aw

ay
w

h
en

 you
 cou

ld
 be w

orkin
g on

 a n
ovel or a p

iece for T
he

A
tla

n
tic. Y

ou
 h

ave to give it aw
ay; som

eth
in

g th
ey n

ever talk
abou

t in
 an

y of th
e p

u
blish

in
g m

od
u

les. G
ive it aw

ay. G
et n

oth
-

in
g in

 retu
rn

 bu
t a th

an
k-you

 from
 th

e ed
itor an

d
 a few

 e-m
ails

from
 you

r fellow
 alu

m
s. 

T
he F

a
r Sid

e of the V
ortex

w
as a gift. It is u

p
 to all of u

s to
keep

 it givin
g. A

 th
ou

san
d

 th
an

k-you
s to all of you

 w
h

o h
ave

kep
t it givin

g so far.
E

d
tor’s n

ote: T
his ed

itor tha
n

ks G
eorg

e C
a

rver for the g
ift

of T
h

e F
ar Sid

e of th
e V

ortex
a

n
d

 its hu
m

ble beg
in

n
in

g
s, a

n
d

for this a
rticle.

1
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P A G E3
San Francisco and on a poetry/visual art collabo-
ration w

ith an artist in New
 York. I have poetry in

the 
current 

issues 
of 

G
ulf 

Coast, 
Spoon 

River
Poetry Review, M

id-Am
erican Review

, and Seneca
Review

and w
as recently nom

inated for a Pushcart
Prize. M

y biggest new
s, how

ever, is that in O
ctober

of 2003 I got m
arried! Liam

 Rector officiated at a
very sm

all cerem
ony in Donald Hall’s backyard at

Eagle Pond Farm
. M

y husband, Ian Bickford, is also
a 

poet. 
W

e’re 
happily 

ensconced 
in 

Brooklyn.
>

>
ANNETTE GGALLAGHER WW

EISM
AN

I’ve been busy freelancing, including w
riting book

review
s for People m

agazine. Hardly literary, but
pays for nice trips like the AW

P
Conferences, NBCC

Aw
ards in New

 York, and the W
riting Sem

inars 10th
reunion. Yeah! Since m

y graduation m
y daughter

Sam
antha has had a bone m

arrow
 transplant, and

survived a plane crash in the South of France.
She’s 

recovered 
from

 
that 

too, 
and 

is 
now

 
a

w
annabe actress in Hollyw

ood. The highlight of
this year w

as a fam
ily trip to m

y fair city, and sub-
sequent 1,000-m

ile drive around the Irish coastline
as far as Yeats Country. >>M

AM
E WW

ILLEY
Not

m
uch to report except that it’s been a cold dam

n
w

inter up here in central Verm
ont. And I have a

poem
 

com
ing 

out 
in 

Hunger 
M

ountain
in 

the
spring. 

- - - - -

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y
 
1
9
9
9

class agent Elaine W
alters M

cFerron

>
>

PAUL BBECKM
AN

Not m
uch new

s here but
a num

ber of m
y short stories have been turned

into plays and three separate plays have been per-
form

ed 
by 

a 
local 

com
m

unity 
theater 

in
M

iddletow
n, Conn. >

>
RYAN BBOUNDINOT

I
do have rather exciting new

s. O
n January 20th at

1:32 a.m
., m

y w
ife, Jennifer and I w

elcom
ed our

son, 
M

iles 
Brautigan

Boudinot to the w
orld.

As far as w
riting stuff,

pieces 
of 

m
ine 

have
appeared or are forth-
com

ing in M
cSw

eeney’s
and Post Road. Also I am
guest editing an issue of
the journal Hobart

and
have 

been 
nam

ed 
an

Associate 
Editor 

at
P

i
n

d
e

l
d

y
b

o
z

.
>

>
ELAINE WW

ALTERS MM
CFERRON

It is
unusual that I only heard from

 three people in our
class. I fear that som

ething w
ent w

rong w
ith the

tw
o em

ail m
essages I sent. For m

e, this has been
a very productive tim

e. I have over 30 poem
s in

the m
ail and entered a num

ber of book contests.
So the rejections are m

any and com
e m

ost every
day. I relish the ones that are handw

ritten or speak
to a specific poem

. I love it w
hen the editors tell

m
e they w

ere torn or could not agree. Is this a

readership? A
readership w

ith controversy? I w
as

pleased to have a poem
 published in the 114th

Anniversary 
issue 

of 
Poet 

Lore
this 

w
inter.

M
eanw

hile, m
ost days I feel extrem

ely blessed…
.

>
>

M
IRIAM

 OO’NEAL
I sent out m

any poem
s in

Decem
ber at once to a variety of journals using a

very scientific approach: started at the front of m
y

thesis m
anuscript and at the beginning of the

alphabet of journal listings. And Voila! I
cam

e
hom

e from
 visiting Bennington to find an accept-

ance from
 the Birm

ingham
 Poetry Review

. Still
w

aiting to hear from
 A, B, C, D, and E. It feels good

to have several batches of poem
s in circulation in

part because it seem
s to clear space for new

 w
ork. 

- - - - -

J
U
N
E

1
9
9
8

class agent Sloane M
iller

>
>

LINDA MM
CAULEY FFREEM

AN
I 

have
com

pleted the penultim
ate draft of m

y novel.
Special thanks to Sharon Priess (‘96), Sloane M

iller
(‘98), and Cynthia Todd Q

uam
 (‘99), w

ho all cast
an 

editorial 
eye 

on 
the 

m
anuscript 

in 
various

stages. I am
 six classes aw

ay from
 com

pleting m
y

M
BA

and, as executive director of global com
m

uni-
cations, have spent w

ay too m
uch tim

e in the past
year devising com

m
unication strategies and w

rit-
ing leadership announcem

ents on topics that I did-
n’t like. M

y com
pany is going through an ow

nership
change 

and 
w

ent 
through–and 

continues 
to 

go
through–m

ore than its fair share of organizational
change 

... 
or 

should 
I 

say 
disorganizational

change?! O
n a happier note, m

y husband, Chester
Freem

an (‘99) and I continue to love our 1877
hom

e. >
>

VICKI LLAW
RENCE

: I’ve just had
the good fortune to be nam

ed the m
anaging editor

of the M
ichigan Q

uarterly Review
. I’ve w

orked
w

ith the editor, Larry G
oldstein (w

ho spoke at a
residency a couple years ago), for years now

 on an
ad-hoc 

basis, 
and 

I’m
 

very
pleased to m

ove into this big-
ger 

and 
m

ore 
regular 

posi-
tion. W

e published a story by
M

isha Angrist recently. How
about som

e m
ore subm

issions
from

 the Bennington com
m

u-
nity? 

>
>

GEO
RGE

M
ICHELSEN

Still 
in 

New
York. 

Still 
w

riting. 
N

ovel
cam

e out in June w
ith Univ.

Press of New
 England; it m

et
w

ith w
ide success in narrow

 circles. Still teaching.
Kids thriving. >

>
SLOANE MM

ILLER
I’m

 free-
lancing in publishing, after a year, I think it should
be called som

ething else, I’m
 taking voice lessons

and singing those old standards, I’m
 privileged to

see m
any of you w

ho breeze through tow
n: M

ike
Rosovsky, Jaim

e Clare and Pete Hausler and som
e

new
 recent Benn grads at a Post Road

party last
fall; Linda and Chester at their new

 house this past
sum

m
er; Isabel Rose and Nikki M

acdonald all the

tim
e. I’ve taken a little side business that I’ve

been doing for m
any years and gotten serious

about prom
oting it: Professional O

rganizing. If you
w

ant to know
 m

ore, I put out a m
onthly new

slet-
ter or em

ail m
e at sloane13@

yahoo.com
. And I’m

very excited about this sum
m

er, and look forw
ard

to reconnecting w
ith m

any of you. 

- - - - -

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

1
9
9
8

class agent Carol G
reenhouse

>
>

CAROL GGREENHOUSE
I’ve decided to

try to live sustainably and hum
anely in this crazy

country of ours–no products m
ade for pennies in

the Third W
orld, nothing m

ade w
ith toxic elem

ents
like 

petroleum
 

and 
everything 

organic–and 
to

w
rite a lively m

anuscript about the result. Having
m

y daughter has taught m
e to w

ring the m
ost from

every w
orking m

inute and buoyed this resolve: I
w

ant to teach her to live w
ithout exploiting the

earth and its people. Addendum
: not just Askold

and Sven m
ake lasting friends in graduate school.

Since Zoe’s birth last year, five Bennington vets
(Sarah, Becky, Don, Destiny and W

illiam
) have vis-

ited Santa Fe. Note to current students: never
underestim

ate the pow
er of a fellow

 grad to keep
you 

on 
your 

path–or 
your 

toes. >
>

ANNE
JARRELL

Is living w
ith her kids in Connecticut

and 
looking 

for 
w

ork 
outside 

the 
city.

>
>

DESTINY KKINAL
I’m

 still laboring over m
y

novel, Silkw
orm

. W
hen you read this, I hope to be

sequestered in a cabin in Taos w
ith W

illiam
, deliv-

ering the last draft, by C-section if necessary. In
the day-to-day paradigm

, I’m
 living full tim

e in
Berkeley, near m

y tw
o daughters and their tw

o
toddler 

grandsons. 
>

>
CHRISTINE

KRAVETZ
I’m

 
teaching 

six 
classes 

a 
w

eek
through California’s Poetry in the Schools program

,
w

hich is a career I w
ouldn’t have w

ere it not for
m

y Bennington M
FA. I’m

 also w
riting poetry regu-

larly, and taking care of m
y 16-year-old son and

six-year-old granddaughter, as w
ell as w

atching
the progress of m

y daughter, in college at Sarah
Law

rence and fast friends w
ith Sam

 Conw
ay, M

ark
Conw

ay’s son. >
>

W
ILLIAM

 MM
ALES

I’ll be 58
this year and it’s just getting better and better.
I’m

 part of five w
riting collectives, including the

Bennington one. Three of them
 are producing self-

published anthologies this spring, including the
Bennington Collective. I’m

 also producing a m
usic

CD w
ith m

y son M
ikael and am

 involved in poetry
slam

s here in Sw
eden. All this keeps m

e w
riting,

and I still have a good life w
ith m

y sw
eet w

ife.
Plus: Carolyn Scarbrough’s com

ing to visit us soon.
I’ll see you all in June. Rock on! >>LORETTA
M

ESTISHEN
I just finished w

riting m
y latest

play, very SNL, about horrifying chain e-m
ails, and

am
 alm

ost done the first draft of a m
em

oir that
should probably end up fiction. About Q

ueen of
Tarts, m

y long-tim
e catering com

pany, I’m
 trying

>
>

 co
n

tin
u

ed
 fro

m
 p

a
g

e 13
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class agents Jeannie Kim
 

and Catherine Turner

>
>

 LLESLIE CCLARK In the few
 w

eeks I’ve been
aw

ay from
 Bennington and packets, I’ve been try-

ing to get into the “consolation of routine” that
Rick M

oody spoke about at the graduation dinner. I
am

 w
orking w

ith a dancer friend on a collaborative
piece involving poetry and dance, w

hich I hope,
w

ill be the w
orking m

odel for an essay on collabo-
rative process. I ran into a form

er classm
ate of

ours, G
ary DeCoker, at a M

arshall Chapm
an book

signing in Cincinnati. He said he’s thinking about
rejoining 

the 
program

. 
It 

w
as 

great 
to 

hear
M

arshall read and sing again; it brought back great
m

em
ories 

of 
our 

graduation 
residency. 

 >>
SARIAH DDORBIN

As of this w
riting, I’ve been

hom
e from

 The G
raduation Fest exactly 14 days

and have w
ritten for part of tw

o of those. Am
 not

sure if this is flog-w
orthy or not. M

y guess is yes,
but am

 justifying the lack of w
ork on m

itigating
factors, such as laundry and closet-organization. A
lot of crap can pile up over tw

o years. Also still
thaw

ing lim
bs, w

hich are badly traum
atized from

 -
20 tem

ps. Perhaps this can explain lack of finger
m

ovem
ent 

over 
keyboard. 

 >> AANITA DD.
TAYLOR

I am
 utterly exhausted. But out of fear

of falling into the trap that G
eorge Packer w

arned
us about–getting the M

FA
and never w

riting again–I
have forced m

yself to clean up and send w
ork out

into the hinterlands. Now
 I anxiously aw

ait m
y first

clum
p of new

 bathroom
 w

allpaper–a.k.a. rejection
slips–and I read. Yesterday I read Vivian G

ornick.
Today it’s Phillip Lopate. Lucy G

realy tops tom
or-

row
’s pile. See, I’m

 still not ready to let go. Not
yet.

- - - - -

J
U
N
E

2
0
0
3

class agent Barbara Brooks

>
>

 SSALLY AASHTON
2003 proved a fantastic

year 
for 

the 
Ashtons! 

Jeffy, 
gosh, 

straight-A’s
again, w

as voted captain of his soccer team
!!!

Jenny, reading since in-utero through the com
plex

system
 of M

orse code and high-protein drinks I
developed, is learning her fifth language, Farsi!!!
Bill’s environm

ental degradation com
pany, thanks

to Bush’s policies, has m
ade us billionaires!!! And

I’m
 happy all the tim

e!!! Due to som
eone’s error in

judgm
ent, I’m

 now
 the editor of dm

qreview.com
.

Poets, send m
e som

ething!!! >> BBARBARA
BROOKS

M
y 

three-year-old 
son 

chose 
candy

apple red #54 for his first half-pedicure (right foot
only)–a treat for being such a good boy w

hile I w
as

sick 
w

ith 
recurrent 

pericarditis 
(now

 
that 

is
heartache!). 

It’s 
gone 

for 
now

; 
not 

to 
w

orry.
M

eanw
hile, m

y interview
 w

ith Alice M
attison w

as
accepted by G

lim
m

er Train
and m

y grad lecture is
forthcom

ing in The W
riter’s Chronicle. I’m

 starting

P A G E4
R

A
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I
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N
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N
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R
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T
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a literary journal for the w
om

en in the college pro-
gram

 
at 

the 
Bedford 

H
ills 

m
axim

um
-security

prison. Do not subm
it unless you’re prepared to do

tim
e. Be w

ell; the alternative is very unpleasant.
>

>
 SSARAH BBUSSE

The last six m
onths have

brought one or tw
o readings, one or tw

o class-
room

s, one or tw
o students, and rejection, rejec-

tion, rejection from
 the m

agazines. But the high-
est m

om
ent lately w

as overhearing m
y tw

o-year-
old point to a Richard Scarry picture of a kitty at a
typew

riter and say, “M
om

m
y’s a w

riter.” Now
 if I

could just convince a few
 editors to agree w

ith his
assessm

ent.  >
>

 WW
HIT CCOPPEDGE

I spent
the first six m

onths putting off projects–w
orm

s and
hurricanes kept m

e paying m
ore attention to m

y
paying job. Rew

rote a few
 things, started a few

things, and sent a lot out but it’s taken a New
Year’s Resolution to get m

e to m
ake any progress.

A
friend has hooked m

e on the cult/fetish of the
m

oleskin notebook (large, ruled). M
y first m

issed
residency w

as kinda depressing, but I hope to see
y’all 

at 
AW

P, 
B’ton 

June, 
and 

Sew
anee. 

>
>

 RRUSSELL DDILLON
I now

 ignore people in
San Francisco as though I w

ere still in New
 York. If

I’m
 not ignoring som

eone in person, I’m
 calling

them
 on the phone as though there is no tim

e dif-
ference, 

anyw
here. 

The 
em

ail 
address 

from
 

w
hich 

I 
currently 

ignore 
everything 

is 
ducham

psheart@
hotm

ail.com
. 

>
>

 
MM

ARY
DONNELLY

O
n an annoying note, w

as m
ugged

yesterday. O
n a better note and a fluke, poetry

goddess M
ary Ruefle picked m

y poem
 “Locket” to

w
in the Ruth Stone prize from

 Verm
ont College’s

Hunger M
ountain. It com

es out this April in an edi-
tion, ironically, devoted to Verm

ont w
riters. If m

y
form

er nightlife buddy Russell Dillon hadn’t fled to
SF, he and I could begin a tandem

 stalking of close
friends Ruefle and Dean Young. I m

iss him
 so,

though I consider m
yself lucky that Californian

Sally Ashton visited NYC tw
ice since graduation. In

January, she read in the poetry series I co-direct
and kicked verbal ass!  >> BBOB GGRAY

The
post-grad phase w

as intim
idating in m

any w
ays,

but I have survived it w
ith half of m

y w
its and a

few
 shreds of m

y ego intact. I’m
 still w

orking at
the Northshire Bookstore, but I’m

 also teaching an
English Com

p. course at a local com
m

unity col-
lege, just to get m

y feet planted in the vicinity of
a classroom

. Although I’ve collected a bounty of
rejection slips, a few

 pieces m
anaged to find

hom
es. A

condensed version of m
y lecture w

as
published in the W

inter issue of Tin House, and a
couple of m

y stories found w
arm

 places to live
(one in Carve M

agazine and the other in
Alfred

Hitchcock’s 
M

ystery 
M

agazine). 
 >> MM

ARY
CARRO

LL-HHACKETT
Since 

leaving
Bennington against m

y w
ill–I begged Cilla, BEG

G
ED

to stay!–I’ve taken a tenure-track job at Longw
ood

University 
and 

m
oved 

m
y 

fam
ily 

to 
Farm

ville,
Virginia. W

e’re starting a brand-new
 CW

 program
(Vortex-shaped of course) and as of this m

inute,
I’m

 w
orking on launching a lit m

ag., The Dos
Passos Review

—
on-line first, then print. W

atch for

subm
issions call! W

riting: yes, som
e, not as m

uch
as I w

ant. Reading: tons, for classes, for m
e.

M
issing Bennington? Hell yeah! M

issing you guys??!!
Can’t even begin to say. The only thing scandalous
is how

 badly I’m
 jonesing for VO

RTEX in June! 
>

>
 NNATALIE HHARRIS

I now
 live in G

oshen,
M

ass., w
here the snow

 is blow
ing and w

ind batters
the w

indow
s. I can’t see out for frost covering the

panes and w
ho can see anyw

ay, since there’s no
sunlight after 4:30 or so. Kelsea in Alaska says cry
m

e a handful, I’m
 sure. As for poetry, oh, poetry is

still m
ysterious and I have nothing fantastic to

relay (no fabulous job, no im
pending publication).

I’ve sent m
y m

anuscript out into the w
orld and

keep receiving those postcards addressed by m
e to

m
e–the w

eirdest part of all. I m
iss everyone. W

rite
to m

e now.  >
>

 CCHRIS HHOLLAND
Since June

I’ve m
anaged to w

rite: a few
 poem

s (and collect
som

e rejection slips); a 6,000-w
ord literary bio of

poet Andrew
 Schelling (w

hich w
ill be published in

a dictionary of literary biographies of 20th-centu-
ry Am

erican nature poets); and a PhD application
to the University of Nevada at Reno. If they accept
m

e I’ll be m
oving to Reno in August. Escape from

Silicon Valley ... at last ... yes! >>LISBETH
KIRK

Since leaving Bennington I’ve m
oved from

m
y cabin in Verm

ont to a bungalow
 in Berkeley,

Calif., w
here the tem

peratures don’t dip below
 40

and the sun alm
ost alw

ays shines. After finding an
apartm

ent w
ith m

y sw
eetie and losing the 40

hr/w
eek editing job I thought w

as m
ine, I found a

great-paying freelance gig, w
riting/editing for a

research institute that gives m
e both sw

eet bread
and butter, and the tim

e to w
rite–now

 that the
m

ove is over, the pictures are hung and w
e’ve

found a laundrom
at at last. Thank goodness for

losing bad jobs and holding the vision instead.
(N

ew
 

em
ail: 

lckirk@
thew

ritekind.com
.)

>>DAVID LLEVI
Hello m

y friends. W
hat have I

been up to? W
riting, of course, but m

ore m
usic

than poetry. I have w
ritten one long poem

 since
graduating w

hich m
ay interest som

e of you since
the aw

ful story of Reetika Vazirani is one of its
central them

es. I’ve posted the poem
 for you in a

hidden 
place 

on 
m

y 
com

pany’s 
w

ebsite:
w

w
w

.castalia.org/hornbook.htm
. 

W
hat 

else? 
I

have a dog now. I’m
 thinking of breeding her. I

should find a dog to help w
ith this, so if you know

any, please have them
 call m

e. (917) 803-3172.
>

>
ROSEM

ARY MM
ANCHESTER

I celebrat-
ed graduation w

ith a visit to m
y eldest son and his

fam
ily in Beijing. I had an essay published in Tiny

Lights and w
on third prize in nonfiction in an all-

California contest. You can hear m
y radio program

,
A

NO
VEL

IDEA, on the w
eb: krcb.org, the second

W
ednesday of every m

onth at 7 p.m
. PT. It’s broad-

cast live; you can call in! I’m
 enjoying G

erald
Haslam

’s lectures at Sonom
a State University on

California W
riters, and doing lots of reading. No,

“California Literature” is NO
T

an oxym
oron. And

daffodils 
bloom

 
here 

in 
January. 

>
>
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lyrics; som

etim
es m

otherhood = germ
an expres-

sionist play: the speaker on the desk playing stat-
ic-y birdsong &

 w
ind in the trees; the m

onochro-
m

atic, faceless finger puppets everyw
here, am

idst
the sound of battery-near-death version of “Now

 I
Know

 M
y ABCs.” Teaching w

riting, teaching Peace
Studies. Never have enough m

oney. Never tire of
the view. M

uch love, and the breath of the m
use,

to all. >
>

AM
Y WW

EINTRAUB
M

y book, YO
G

A
FO

R 
DEPRESSIO

N
: 

A
Com

passionate 
G

uide 
to

Relieve Suffering Through Yoga
w

as published in
Decem

ber 2003. Interw
eaving the pow

er of an
ancient discipline w

ith the findings of m
odern sci-

ence and m
y ow

n healing experience as a yoga
practitioner and veteran teacher, I show

 w
hy and

how
 Yoga w

orks to clear the m
ind and bring a pro-

found sense of w
ell-being. M

y w
ork is also featured

on the new
 CD, “Breathe to Beat the Blues.” For

m
ore inform

ation on the CD and book, and a list of
m

y lectures and readings, please visit m
y w

eb site
at w

w
w.yogafordepression.com

.

- - - - -
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2
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0

class agent Leah Silverm
an G

ales

>
>

LEAH SSILVERM
AN GGALES

I 
proudly

report the publication of a short story in M
eridian.

I’m
 not so proud that I took 15 years to send it out,

how
ever. M

y current focus is on m
y m

em
oir, on

w
hich I spent tw

o productive w
eeks at the Dorset

Colony last fall. Another Dorset stay this spring
and, in Novem

ber, Verm
ont Studio Center, w

here I
hope 

visiting 
w

riters 
Alice 

M
attison 

and 
Bob

Shacochis are up for m
y genre sw

itch. In M
arch at

AW
P, 

I’m
 

scheduled 
to 

participate 
on 

a 
panel

addressing post-M
A/M

FA
career choices. Hopefully

I’ll 
find 

a 
career 

by 
then. 

>
>

TAM
I

HAALAND
In July, I participated in the High

Plains Book Fest w
ith 80 authors, prim

arily from
the high plains region. In O

ctober, I read at the
National Book Festival in W

ashington, D.C., w
ith

Bennington faculty m
em

bers David Lehm
an and

Ethelbert M
iller. W

hen I returned, I interview
ed

Diane M
iddlebrook for Yellow

stone Public Radio.
Finally, a group of actors and m

usicians developed
a perform

ance, entitled “Breath in Every Room
,“

featuring m
y poem

s, several original m
usical com

-
positions and 70 paintings based on the poem

s.
The show

 received a fine review
 in a local paper.

>
>

JAM
ES 

HHALL
I 

w
as 

selected 
as 

the
Nonfiction Editor of G

ulf Coast: A
Journal of Fine

Art and Literature. M
y editorship lasts ‘til Spring

‘05. A
sm

all m
em

oir piece called “M
y First Tim

e,”
about the first guy (a Scorpio) I fell for as w

ell as
the 

first 
tim

e 
som

eone 
called 

m
e 

a 
faggot,

appeared in the m
ost recent issue of The Jam

es
W

hite Review
. >>JOEANN HHART

Four years
ago since our graduation. Four years since the m

il-
lennium

. It seem
s like another lifetim

e. I’m
 still

doing freelance w
ork for the Boston G

lobe, and m
y

fiction has been in W
riter’s Journal

and Clare

recently. But m
ost of all, I’ve just w

on the PEN
New

 England Discovery Aw
ard in Fiction and w

ill do
a reading from

 m
y novel-in-progress in M

arch at
Em

erson College. That’s got m
e pretty m

otivated
to finish the thing. >

>
ERICA LLETOURNEAU

I achieved the insanely im
possible. I participated

in 
National 

Novel 
W

riting 
M

onth 
(NaNoW

riM
o),

com
pleting a novel in 30 days, w

hile juggling a
m

ajor release at w
ork, a sick daughter the first

w
eek of the m

onth, and life in general. O
bviously

w
hat I produced is a first draft, but the experience

gave 
m

y 
w

riterly 
self-esteem

 
a 

m
uch 

needed
boost. I urge m

y fellow
 Benn alum

s to check it out
(NaNoW

riM
o.com

). Now
 that the holidays are over,

the novel is back on the front burner and I’m
 start-

ing the first rew
rite. I’m

 also finishing up a few
short stories. >>SUSAN MM

AGEE
W

hat’s the
statute of lim

itations for w
orking on m

aterial from
your thesis? I’m

 w
aiting for som

eone to slap the
cuffs on m

e and say, enough already! I w
on m

y sec-
ond Leew

ay Foundation Aw
ard in O

ctober for short
fiction and spent the m

oney so fast I didn’t even
get to lay it over m

y body and roll in it. I’m
 now

m
aking a deal on another book, this one on preg-

nancy, w
hich w

ill be hum
orous (hopefully). W

hy
Can’t You Read M

y M
ind?, w

hich I co-w
rote w

ith a
m

arriage counselor, is out, and w
e’re w

aiting for
O

prah to call. >
>

JULIA MM
ICHAELS

I got an
agent for m

y first novel! It’s the one about sam
ba

and Jew
s in Rio de Janeiro. Now

 I’m
 w

riting one
about a fam

ily during the years of m
ilitary repres-

sion here. W
riting has becom

e m
uch easier since I

finished that first one. Couldn’t have done any of
this w

ithout Bennington–thanks to all. >>DANA
STANDEFER

I have been w
riting, at hom

e, and
also have attended both VSC and Dorset Colony,
both of w

hich I w
ill return to this spring and next

w
inter. Found a good, local w

riting group, and
enjoy 

seeing 
other 

Bennington 
alum

s 
at

New
tonville Books w

hen I can get there.

- - - - -

J
U
N
E
 
1
9
9
9

class agent Susan M
cHenry

>
>

RACHEL BBARENBLAT
I’m

 still running
Inkberry (w

w
w.inkberry.org), still w

riting poem
s,

still sending the form
er thesis out to first-book

contests, and still trying to figure out how
 to get

m
y Judaism

 m
anuscript into the hands of an agent,

and eventually an editor. O
n the (m

y) w
riting life,

I try to stay m
indful of the m

idrash about the
crossing of the Red Sea: for the self-absorbed, it
w

as a m
uddy unpleasant slog; for those w

ith open
eyes, it w

as m
iraculous…

. >>EDEN EELIEFF
After settling in Dallas I’m

 back in the proverbial
saddle–that is, w

riting. For the past year, I’ve been
researching and w

orking on a novel. I left m
y job

at the high school so I could do this, and I earn
m

oney by running m
y ow

n private w
riting w

ork-
shop 

for 
adults, 

for 
w

hich 
m

y 
studies 

at
Bennington have been im

m
easurably helpful. I’ll

be at the Prague Sum
m

er Program
 for W

riters this
sum

m
er, and I’ve been nam

ed a finalist for the
program

’s fiction fellow
ship. M

y daughter is now
reading and plays “Tw

inkle Little Star” on the vio-
lin. Drop m

e a line! I’d love to hear from
 you all.

>>KAY HHARKINS
Saint Isaac the Syrian said,

“A
sm

all but alw
ays persistent discipline is a great

force; for a soft drop falling persistently hollow
s

out hard rock.” I find m
uch contentm

ent in the
w

ay this reliable truth applies to m
y spiritual,

physical, and professional life. I’m
 still w

riting,
still teaching, still enjoying the friendship of other
w

riters 
and 

building 
on 

the 
valuable 

lessons 
I

learned in the Bennington program
. M

ost often,
the discipline and the friendship feel like rew

ard
enough. >

>
M

ARIKA JJARISLOW
SKY

Cole
Ruth (Jan. ‘00) and I are still w

orking in advertis-
ing in Sw

eden. Every once in a w
hile w

e w
hine to

each other about having sold our souls, and then
w

e get back to w
riting about Absolut Vodka. To

ease 
the 

pain, 
w

e’re 
actively 

involved 
in 

a
scriptw

riting group, so get ready to see som
e great

Sw
edish film

s w
ithin the next year or tw

o. O
n

another note, I finally m
et M

r. Right (a Sw
ede,

w
hat a surprise!) and got m

arried in M
ontreal in

O
ctober. 

>
>

M
ARGARET 

TTO
DD

M
AITLAND

Soon after graduation I received a
Bush Artist Fellow

ship, w
hich gave m

e a trip to
Italy for research and nine m

onths of w
ork on m

y
thesis, “The Dom

e of Creation.” But a new
 job in

2000 as editor of Rum
inator Review

interfered
w

ith finishing the book, and I’ve been busily run-
ning 

the 
m

agazine, 
w

riting 
and 

editing 
book

review
s, 

essays, 
and 

interview
s, 

often 
using

Bennington w
riters like Sven Birkerts, Anne Evans,

Nicols Fox, Lucy G
realy, M

aria Lauenstein, M
ark

M
elnicove, Askold M

elnyczuk, and Kate M
oos. This

year: a last-ditch effort to com
plete the book!

>
>

SUSAN MM
CHENRY

I’m
 still taking pottery

classes and have set up a w
heel in m

y basem
ent.

The process brings m
e m

uch joy. All the w
hile, I’m

w
aiting to see w

hen and how
 poetry and clay

m
eet. I feel like a poet w

ithout w
ords in this w

ork,
yet I sense the connection in a tangible and literal
w

ay–the act of creating a thing of use out of dirt,
essentially, 

through 
a 

w
hirlw

ind 
of 

centrifugal
force. M

uch like the creation of a poem
, I’d say.

>
>

CAM
ILLE RRENSHAW

I’m
 living in O

rlando
now, w

orking as CEO
 of a com

pany that develops
technology products at the intersection of learning
and finance. I w

as a w
inner of the Boston Review

Short Story contest last spring, but I haven’t spent
m

uch tim
e w

riting short stories since then. A
year

ago I took a fellow
ship at the Verm

ont Studio
Center w

here I began w
ork in earnest on a novel.

I continue to w
ork furiously on it and am

 close to
the end. This year has been crazy w

ith the new
com

pany, and I’ve allow
ed little tim

e for m
y w

rit-
ing until about a m

onth ago. Additionally, I’m
 find-

ing 
the 

business 
of 

w
riting 

som
ething 

long
to–w

ell–take a long tim
e. >>LACY SSCHUTZ

I’m
 w

orking on a cantata libretto for a com
poser in

>
>
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O
n

 a lark five years ago, I e-m
ailed

 d
aily text sketch

es
from

 D
isn

ey W
orld

 to a sm
all grou

p
 of fam

ily an
d

frien
d

s. I titled
 th

em
 C

hron
icles of the M

ou
se

an
d

con
tin

u
ed

 th
e p

ractice on
 su

bsequ
en

t trip
s.

T
h

u
s: C

hron
icles of the M

oose, to B
ritish

 C
olu

m
bia;

T
ra

vels w
ith C

hester, seven
 w

eeks to C
an

ad
a an

d
 th

e E
ast

C
oast w

ith
 ou

r old
 collie an

d
 a cop

y of Stein
beck’s road

 m
em

-
oir; T

he B
en

n
in

g
ton

 C
hron

icles, filed
 from

 m
y five resid

en
-

cies; T
he K

iw
i C

hron
icles, th

rou
gh

 N
ew

 Z
ealan

d
 in

 a ren
ted

m
otorh

om
e; L

es C
hron

iqu
es, F

ran
ce an

d
 th

e Q
E

2 last fall;
an

d
 T

he V
irg

in
 C

hron
icles, a recen

t on
e-m

on
th

 stay w
ith

 m
y

w
ife, D

arlen
e’s sister on

 St. Joh
n

.
N

ow
 I can

’t im
agin

e takin
g a trip

 w
ith

ou
t creatin

g a n
ew

in
stallm

en
t of th

e C
hron

icles. B
ecau

se of th
e electron

ic au
d

i-
en

ce, I w
rite w

ith
 m

ore atten
tion

 an
d

 craft th
an

 I w
ou

ld
 in

 a
p

rivate jou
rn

al. M
y d

istribu
tion

 list u
su

ally com
p

rises abou
t

30
 p

eop
le, ran

gin
g from

 close frien
d

s, classm
ates, an

d
 fam

i-
ly, to p

eop
le I kn

ow
 on

ly sligh
tly.

W
h

en
 B

ash
o left for th

e D
eep

 N
orth

 315 years ago, at th
e

th
resh

old
 of h

is h
om

e h
e w

rote th
is p

oem
 an

d
 p

osted
 it on

 a
w

ood
en

 p
illar:
B

eh
in

d
 th

is d
oor

N
ow

 bu
ried

 in
 d

eep
 grass,

A
 d

ifferen
t gen

eration
 w

ill celebrate
T

h
e F

estival of th
e D

olls.
I like to th

in
k B

ash
o w

ou
ld

 h
ave en

joyed
 sen

d
in

g d
aily

p
rose an

d
 verse from

 th
e road

, an
d

 th
at h

e w
ou

ld
 h

ave loved
th

e ad
d

ition
 of p

h
otograp

h
s. T

h
e m

ix of m
ed

ia an
d

 form
s

gives m
e m

ore th
an

 on
e w

ay in
to each

 d
ay’s rid

d
le.

T
ravelin

g w
ith

 an
 au

d
ien

ce of e-read
ers is m

ore w
ork

th
an

 sen
d

in
g p

ostcard
s, esp

ecially w
ith

 th
e h

assle of fin
d

in
g

a lin
e for th

e m
od

em
 card

 on
 m

y H
P

iP
A

Q
 w

ith
 fold

able keyboard
. B

u
t th

e
rew

ard
s are m

ore carefu
l w

ritin
g, a

sh
arp

en
in

g of m
y sen

ses, a record
 of

w
h

ere I’ve been
, an

d
 occasion

al clu
es

to w
h

ere I’m
 h

ead
ed

 n
ext.

F
rom

T
h

e 
B

en
n

in
g

ton
C

hron
icles—

Satu
rd

ay, Jan
u

ary 13, 20
0

1
A

 grad
u

atin
g stu

d
en

t yesterd
ay

recited
 

a 
q

u
o

te 
fro

m
 

D
avid

L
eh

m
an

’s T
h

e L
a

st A
va

n
t-G

a
rd

e, in
a p

erfect im
p

ression
 of h

is h
altin

g,
od

d
ly 

tim
ed

 
sp

eech
 

an
d

 
reson

an
t

vo
ice. 

T
h

is 
series 

o
f 

exp
ressio

n
s

crossed
 D

avid
’s face: su

rp
rised

, con
-

fu
sed

, 
p

leased
, 

irritated
, 

k
n

o
w

in
g

an
d

, in
form

in
g all th

e oth
ers, a look

th
at said

 h
e w

as ju
st ab

ou
t to sp

eak,
b

u
t h

e d
id

n
’t. T

h
e au

d
ien

ce resp
on

d
-

ed
 to th

e stu
d

en
t’s—

an
d

 D
avid

’s—
p

erform
an

ce w
ith

 w
ild

 ap
p

lau
se an

d
lau

gh
ter. L

I
F

E
F

A
R

S
I

D
E

T
H
E
E
L
E
C
T
R
O
N
I
C
 
R
O
A
D
 
T
O
 
T
H
E
 
D
E
E
P
 
N
O
W

D
avid

’s p
erson

a is ju
st a sh

tick, a classm
ate told

 m
e kn

ow
in

g-
ly—

sh
tick as in

 en
tertain

er’s rou
tin

e. B
u

t “sh
tick” also m

ean
s a sp

e-
cial attribu

te of som
ebod

y or exaggeration
. O

n
e-on

-on
e, D

avid
stru

ck m
e as a m

an
 of n

early con
stan

t d
ou

bts com
bin

ed
 w

ith
 sh

arp
in

telligen
ce an

d
 stron

g op
in

ion
s. T

h
ese op

p
osin

g traits ad
d

 u
p

 to a
qu

irky, W
ood

y A
llen

 ch
arism

a. P
erh

ap
s h

e u
n

con
sciou

sly p
erfects

th
e rou

tin
e in

 p
u

blic, h
is p

oem
s, an

d
 th

e classroom
. A

ll of u
s h

ere
h

ave great m
aterial an

d
 w

ays to be origin
al. T

h
e w

riters good
en

ou
gh

 to be teach
ers h

ave w
oven

 th
ese sp

ecial attribu
tes in

to th
eir

w
ork w

ith
 flaw

less exaggeration
, so th

at it’s im
p

ossible to tell w
h

at
is sh

tick an
d

 w
h

at is tru
e n

atu
re, th

e sou
l revealed

 in
 all its goofy

w
on

d
er.

F
rom

L
es C

hron
iqu

es—
9

/17/0
3 W

ed
n

esd
ay 6

 p
.m

. 
R

u
ssell Squ

are P
ark, L

on
d

on
 

H
ow

 qu
ickly a p

lace can
 look like h

om
e. A

fter ju
st over a w

eek
of traip

sin
g arou

n
d

 Sw
itzerlan

d
 an

d
 F

ran
ce, I fou

n
d

 th
e L

on
d

on
u

n
d

ergrou
n

d
 to be p

ositively ch
arm

in
g th

is aftern
oon

, w
ith

 all th
at

E
n

glish
 bein

g sp
oken

 arou
n

d
 u

s an
d

 a good
 n

u
m

ber of overw
eigh

t
p

eop
le. T

h
e p

ark at R
u

ssell Squ
are is th

e sam
e as ever, excep

t for a
few

 m
ore brow

n
 leaves fallen

 on
 th

e grass. I am
 typ

in
g on

 a p
ark

ben
ch

 n
ext to a w

om
an

 w
h

o am
azin

gly h
as brou

gh
t scissors to th

e
p

ark an
d

 is sn
ip

p
in

g ou
t an

 article from
 th

e D
a

ily M
a

il. O
n

e th
in

g
I liked

 abou
t read

in
g F

ren
ch

 n
ew

sp
ap

ers w
ith

 th
e h

elp
 of m

y d
igi-

tal tran
slator w

as h
ow

 slow
ly I h

ad
 to go. R

ead
in

g T
he T

im
es, m

y
m

in
d

 races like F
ran

ce’s T
rain

 a G
ran

d
e V

itesse. E
ach

 sp
eed

 h
as its

p
leasu

res, each
 cou

n
try its d

eligh
ts.

F
rom

T
he V

irg
in

 C
hron

icles—
12/23/0

3 T
u

esd
ay 11 a.m

.
Sebastian

’s on
 th

e B
each

, T
ortola, B

ritish
 V

irgin
 Islan

d
s

O
n

 T
ortola I began

 an
 organ

ized
 com

p
arison

 of read
in

g a n
ovel

versu
s p

layin
g a vid

eogam
e. I read

 or p
lay in

equ
al tim

e allotm
en

ts, fillin
g both

 sid
es of a

4
x6

 in
d

ex card
 w

ith
 n

otes each
 session

, on
e

sid
e for th

e n
ovel, th

e oth
er for th

e vid
eogam

e.
T

h
e n

ovel is T
om

 R
obbin

s’s Still L
ife W

ith
W

ood
p

ecker. T
h

e vid
eogam

e is A
d

va
n

ce W
a

rs
2: B

la
ck H

ole R
isin

g
, a n

ew
 strategy gam

e for
G

am
e B

oy.
In

itial 
ob

servation
s: 

1) 
W

h
ile 

read
in

g
W

ood
p

ecker
on

 th
e beach

 yesterd
ay, I several

tim
es w

ish
ed

 I’d
 brou

gh
t th

e G
am

e B
oy, w

h
ich

w
as rech

argin
g in

 th
e h

otel room
. W

h
ile p

lay-
in

g A
d

va
n

ce W
a

rs 2, I d
id

 n
ot th

in
k of th

e
n

ovel on
ce. 2) L

ast n
igh

t I d
ozed

 off several
tim

es 
w

h
ile 

read
in

g 
W

ood
p

ecker. 
I 

fou
n

d
m

yself ch
eckin

g m
y w

atch
 to see h

ow
 m

u
ch

lon
ger ‘till 20

 m
in

u
tes w

as u
p

. T
h

en
, battlin

g
B

la
ck H

ole arm
ies, I stayed

 w
id

e aw
ake an

d
cou

ld
 n

ot h
elp

 p
layin

g seven
 extra m

in
u

tes.
L

en
 

E
d

g
erly

 
g

ra
d

u
a

ted
 

in
 

p
oetry

 
in

Ja
n

u
a

ry 20
0

3. If you
 w

a
n

t to receive a
n

 in
vi-

ta
tion

 to the n
ext C

hron
icles, p

lea
se e-m

a
il

him
 a

t L
en

E
d

g
erly@

a
ttg

loba
l.n

et. 
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place of solace in betw

een potty training, starting
G

areth in school and planning his 3rd birthday
bash. O

h, and I am
 thinking of entering a contest

to w
rite a blues piece about bad garage door open-

ers in hopes of landing a new
 one, installed, free

of 
charge. 

>
>

DEBBIE 
DDANIELPO

UR
CHAPEL

Agents are reading m
y novel m

anu-
script, w

hich I finished last fall. Still happily teach-
ing fiction and screenw

riting at Harvard extension.
>

>
KELLY 

CCO
CKERHAM

O
n 

Septem
ber

30th, 2003, m
y beautiful Lucy Blue w

as born. She
brought w

ith her all kinds of changes, including a
new

 address in Baltim
ore. Bye, bye Texas! M

ost
days are spent feeding Lucy, chasing Zeke (can’t
believe he’s three already), feeding Lucy, changing
diapers, Tonka trucking, feeding Lucy and feeding
Lucy. Looking forw

ard to AW
P, the Benny reunion,

sw
im

m
ing w

ith the lovely fish, and one day (a girl
can 

dream
!) 

w
riting.

>
>

C
A

R
O

L
IN

E
HELLER

I 
w

as 
at 

the
M

acDow
ell 

Colony 
in

Peterborough, 
N

.H
. 

for
five w

eeks, w
here I spent

hours 
and 

hours 
a 

day
w

orking on m
y book, but

still had plenty of tim
e to w

alk in the gorgeous 450
acres of w

oods, m
eeting deer and w

ild turkey, and
once, 

in 
the 

distance, 
a 

loping 
coyote.

>
>

ALDEN JJONES
I 

am
 

still 
teaching 

at
Em

erson College, but thinking about packing up
and m

oving to M
exico com

e January. An essay,
condensed 

from
 

m
y 

Cuba 
m

em
oir 

(still 
in

progress), w
ill be out in the next issue of G

ulf
Coast. >

>
REB LLIVINGSTON

M
y poem

s w
ill

appear in LIT, G
ood Foot

and 5 AM
later this

spring. I’ll be in Chicago for the AW
P

conference.
Anyone w

ho w
ants to check up on m

e can do so at
w

w
w

.reblivingston.net. 
>

>
DAVID

M
ACDONALD

I have continued to be active on
G

rayw
olf Press’

Board of Directors and to keep at
m

y poetry w
hen m

y day job (read law
yer) allow

s.
I had a book review

 published in the Sum
m

er 2003
issue of the Rum

inator Review
and keep in contact

w
ith various classm

ates and other Benningtonites
in the M

innesota area. I am
 looking forw

ard to
attending the AW

P
Conference in Chicago in M

arch
and reconnecting w

ith other Bennington friends.
>>JOHN MM

AY
M

y novel, Poe &
 Fanny, w

ill be
published 

by 
Algonquin 

Books 
in 

M
ay. 

M
y

Bennington experience and friends have been so
instrum

ental 
in 

this 
accom

plishm
ent 

that 
it 

is
im

possible for m
e to adequately express m

y grati-
tude. Success, how

ever, is tem
pered by the first

pre-publication review
 (Kirkus), w

hich is not good,
rem

inding m
e of w

hat I learned in tw
enty w

ork-
shops at Bennington—

w
riting w

ell is harder than
the 

benches 
in 

Tishm
an. 

>
>

KRISTIN
OHLSON

I’ve been asked to speak to lots of
groups about m

y m
em

oir, Stalking the Divine, and
just found out–to m

y terror–that a M
arch engage-

m
ent I thought w

ould be sm
all has turned into hun-

dreds of people. Also finishing up m
y novel and

w
orking on bunches of freelance articles. O

n a
nonw

riterly note: I plan to plant lots of those din-
ner-plate 

dahlias 
in 

the 
sprin

g. >
>

P.F.
POTVIN

I just returned from
 three m

onths of
hitching and backpacking around New

 Zealand’s
South Island. Currently, I’m

 in Boston w
riting non-

fiction, aw
aiting a new

 piece in the Santa Clara
Review,

and 
looking 

for 
a 

job. >
>

ANDY
PRATT

It seem
s I m

ight actually get published
som

e tim
e this year or next, because now

 I have a
m

anager w
ho w

ill shop m
y book for m

e. I couldn’t
take the indifference and rejection(s) all alone, so
I put m

y literary career aside and concentrated on
love, m

usic, and sanity. M
usic life is going w

ell,
considering the tim

es, and I still have m
any CDs

that 
you 

could 
buy 

off 
m

y 
new

 
w

eb 
site:

andypratt.com
. I am

 living in Am
esbury M

ass w
ith

m
y w

onderful new
 w

ife and
both of us do our best to
get out of New

 England as
often 

as 
w

e
can.

>
>

RICCO
 SSIASO

CO
I’ve got a novel excerpt in a
new

 
anthology 

called
Scream

ing 
M

onkeys:
Critiques 

of 
Asian 

Am
erican 

Im
ages 

from
Coffeehouse Press, and am

 participating in a w
rit-

ing panel at AW
P

in M
arch. Also interview

ed a cou-
ple of tattoo artists in J.P. for the February issue
of 

Boston 
M

agazine. 
I’m

 
considering 

a 
career

change to som
ething that involves dough, yeast,

and 450-degree ovens. >>BRENT TTERRY
I’ve

just finished m
y tenure as Poet Laureate of the

Linden 
H

ills 
neighborhood 

of 
M

inneapolis, 
for

w
hich I w

as featured in the Decem
ber Issue of

M
pls. St. Paul M

agazine. In February I w
ill be lead-

ing a children’s poetry w
orkshop at the w

orld’s
coolest bookshop, W

ild Rum
pus Books (m

any crea-
tures roam

 the place freely). I am
 healthy w

ithout
the benefit of drugs for the first tim

e in ten years,
and am

 running and coaching m
arathoners (for

m
oney) here in M

N. >
>

M
ARCIA TTRAHAN

I’m
 w

riting (and revising) a lot, tutoring kids and
teaching w

riting to adults. I have a piece forth-
com

ing in the M
arch on-line issue of Full Circle;

and I’m
 planning a subm

ission blitz for tw
o other

essays. >
>

RANDI TTRIANT
I 

am
 

currently
teaching tw

o classes in fiction and the personal
essay at Em

erson College. >
>

JIM
 WW

OESSNER
No 

progress 
w

riting. 
In 

fact, 
I’ve 

just 
about

dropped out of “norm
al” all together. Last year I

finally gave up the increasingly ridiculous notion of
beating the bushes for consulting contracts, som

e-
thing I’ve alw

ays hated doing but did for the
m

oney. Instead I declared m
yself to be a full-tim

e
professional 

painter. 
Com

m
issions, 

m
ainly 

por-
traits of people and houseboats, are m

y bread and
butter; but this year I w

ill be pushing abstracts and
landscapes in at least a half dozen show

s. Check
out som

e sam
ples on m

y rudim
entary w

ebsite at
jim

w
oessner.com

. 

- - - - -

J
U
N
E

2
0
0
0

class agent Catherine Parnell

>
>

LUCY AARRINGTON
I’ve recently started

leading w
riting w

orkshops for healthcare providers
at a local hospital. It has been am

azingly rew
ard-

ing and challenging. These people have so m
any

stories and so m
uch passion about their w

ork. I’m
not a poet, but poetry is w

hat they w
ant to do. So

I’m
 figuring that out along w

ith them
. O

therw
ise,

life is quiet. >
>

M
ARSHA DDUBROW

I shrank
m

y graduate lecture “Single Blessedness” into an
op-ed, w

hich the Providence
(R.I.) Journal printed

last Decem
ber—

thirteen m
onths after accepting it.

Tw
o 

other 
pieces 

from
 

m
y 

chapbook 
Single

Blessedness
are in anthologies: “Pearls,” from

 m
y

graduate reading, is in
Looking Back, and “G

ray
M

atters” is in New
 Aging W

om
en. I w

on a hum
or-

ous speaking contest for M
d.-Va.-D.C. region w

ith
“G

ray M
atters.” Recycling pays. O

ne story based
on m

y Iceland trip last sum
m

er has run, but the
other languishes at the Boston Herald

six m
onths

after acceptance. Patience, a w
eak point, and

perseverance, 
a 

strong 
point, 

also 
pay.

>
>

JENNY FFACTOR
M

y book of poem
s w

as
review

ed in the August 2003 issue of PO
ETRY.

O
ther poem

s just cam
e out in the Poetry 180,

Poetry Daily, and M
isread City

anthologies and
California Poets from

 G
old Rush to the Present. In

O
ctober, I got to exercise (exorcise?) m

y crush on
public radio by appearing on KKUP

and The PO
ET-

RY
SHO

W
in Northern California. I forgot you can’t

be seen on radio, so I dressed w
ell, and then

sw
eated buckets. M

y favorite part of the trip w
as

a visit to an alternative school. I’d like to spend
m

ore tim
e teaching in 2004. >>SARAH AANNE

JO
HNSO

N
I’ve 

been 
busy 

prom
oting

Conversations W
ith Am

erican W
om

en W
riters, and

w
orking on the Bennington Faculty Interview

 proj-
ect w

ith students in celebration of the ten-year
anniversary 

of 
the 

w
riting 

sem
inars. 

I’ve 
also

turned in m
y m

anuscript for The Art of the Author
Interview

, and w
ill continue to teach m

y w
orkshop

by the sam
e nam

e at Bennington and at the Lesley
University M

FA
Program

. >
>

TERRI MM
ATHES

I
enjoyed a one-m

onth residency at the Ragdale
Foundation, w

here I w
orked on the book that I

began for m
y thesis. Tw

o of the book’s stories w
ere

published last fall. Slow, slow, slow. I’ve also been
teaching creative w

riting at the local adult educa-
tion center and at DePaul University and I w

as a
visiting artist at The School of the Art Institute. O

n
the hom

efront, I’m
 shepherding m

y son through
the college application process. Think of those
sm

all black-and-w
hite dogs that race around nip-

ping the sheep on the heels to get them
 m

oving!
>

>
AILISH MM

EISNER
H

ad 
a 

baby 
boy 

in
August; doing the 4 a.m

. w
riting thing; w

riting
really long stuff now, as w

ell as short, strange

>
>
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n
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>

>
M

ARJORIE MM
ANW

ARING
After gradua-

tion, I w
as thrilled to have sum

m
er visits from

classm
ates John Row

ell and Kelsea Sm
ith. In the

fall I began w
orking as an assistant editor for the

on-line poetry journal Sw
itched-on G

utenberg and
found out that one of m

y poem
s w

ill be cruising
the streets of Seattle as part of the “poetry on
buses” program

. Can’t w
ait to see the Bennington

gang at AW
P! >>DINAH MM

ILLS
Eliza’s new

piercings are m
ostly tasteful and the tattoo only

covers one cheek. As for our Jake, m
usical genius

that he is, w
e can’t com

plain–he chose a lovely
drum

 set–one w
ith red trim

–it looks just fine in
front of the sofa and even occasionally doubles as
a coffee table. Fred is enjoying his custodial duties
at the Los Angeles Public Library and I m

anage to
get it all done in spite of the lim

p. M
issing you all.

Love 
and 

kisses. >
>

ANDREW
 RREINER

I
haven’t w

ritten anything in a w
hile, because the

“c” keystroke on m
y com

puter is jam
m

ed. I guess
I should get that fixed.... >>SUE RRODGERS

I
started an assistant professor job in creative w

rit-
ing at Kansas State University this fall, having
taught here as an instructor for 11 years. Love the
job, though juggling full-tim

e w
ork w

ith three kids
has 

been 
... 

challenging. 
Hosted 

John 
Row

ell,
Dinah M

ills and her husband Fred in O
ctober. John

did a reading and visited classes, Dinah w
orked

w
ith theater students, and Fred gave a screen-

w
riting w

orkshop. All w
ere a huge hit. M

y book of
(pre-Bennington) stories w

ill be published by M
id-

List Press in M
arch 2004. Also had a story in North

Am
erican 

Review
this 

fall. 
M

iss 
you 

guys.
>>JOHN RROW

ELL
After graduation, I contin-

ued to prom
ote m

y book The M
usic of Your Life,

and 
w

as 
generously 

hosted 
in 

various 
locales

around the country by alum
s Bob G

ray, M
arge

M
anw

aring, 
Tom

 
Schabarum

, 
M

ichael 
Schiavo,

Dinah M
ills, Am

y G
erstler, Sariah Dorbin, Beyle

Dickerm
an, and Diana G

ould. (Thank you all!) Sue
Rodgers hosted m

e as a Visiting W
riter at Kansas

State University in O
ctober. In Decem

ber, I pub-
lished 

a 
story 

in 
N.Y.’s 

G
annett/Journal 

New
s

(StoryLine/Tag 
Team

 
Fiction 

Project) 
and 

this
spring, I’m

 teaching a Short Fiction w
orkshop in

New
 York at M

ediabistro w
w

w.m
ediabistro.com

.
Paperback edition of M

usic
com

es out in June from
Sim

on 
and 

Schuster 
Trade 

Paper. 
Love 

to 
all.

>
>

CHRIS SSALERNO
I just took pictures of an

old guy driving a pickup full of antique m
issiles,

and 
w

ith 
faded 

Bush-Cheney 
sticker. 

I’ll 
send

them
. Before that I got a $9 haircut from

 a w
om

an
w

ith a black eye. Seriously. Earlier I did a chap-
book of poem

s, W
aving Som

ething W
hite, w

ith
Independent Press (at University Book Exchange).
New

 poem
s are in Barrow

 Street, Diner, River City,
G

oodfoot, 
canw

ehaveourballback, 
and 

Beacon
Street 

Review
. 

I’ll 
be 

at 
the 

Verm
ont 

Studio
Center for the m

onth of August, half w
ishing it w

as
Bennington. 

Thinking 
of 

you, 
old 

System
. 

O
ld

Luxury. >>GAIL SSIEGEL
In 2004, I have stories

forthcom
ing in Salam

ander, Night Train, The North

Dakota Q
uarterly

and Big W
ater, an anthology

from
 M

ichigan State University Press, as w
ell as in

FRIG
G

, 
an 

on-line 
zine. 

Have 
received 

enough
rejection slips for a fleet of paper airplanes bigger
than the Royal Canadian Air Force. >>KELSEY
SM

ITH
Lance and I w

ill be m
oving to Syracuse,

N.Y. 
in 

June. 
O

ur 
new

 
address 

w
ill 

be 
224

G
reenw

ood 
Place, 

Syracuse, 
13210.

>
>

W
ILLIAM

 
VVANDERGRIFT

I 
have 

a
restaurant review

 colum
n for

O
ut in Jersey, a New

Jersey-based G
LBT

m
agazine and do som

e photog-
raphy for the m

agazine as w
ell. I’m

 doing free-
lance w

riting as a contributor to PressPassQ
, an

Internet new
s source and this spring I’m

 going to
be interview

ing the w
riter/poet Toi Derricotte.

Also, I’d be forever indebted to anyone w
ho can

send m
e Toi’s interview

 in G
lim

m
er Train

issue
#23, w

hich is out of print. >
>

SARAI WW
ALKER

I got a great job w
orking on the 2005 edition of

O
ur Bodies, O

urselves. I’m
 w

riting the chapter on
body im

age, w
hich ties in nicely w

ith the novel I’m
w

riting. Thanks to all you Bennington folk w
ho

keep checking in w
ith m

e on the progress of m
y

book. I need all the encouragem
ent I can get! The

novel is com
ing along nicely. I m

ight even finish it
by the end of the year.

- - - - -

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

2
0
0
3

class agent M
eg Kelly Vorm

>
>

PEGGY BBARNES
M

y fictional characters,
w

orn out from
 m

y m
eddling, rest in yet another

bottom
 draw

er. I’ve turned m
y attention to non-

fiction. To capture a bit of ancient history (that is,
m

y life) I’m
 using digital and still photography,

adding historical text, poetry and m
usic to create

DVDs. Docum
entaries for captured fam

ily audi-
ences (how

ever generous the review
s) have a lim

-
ited m

arket. I’m
 hoping the appeal w

ill be w
ider

for 
a 

book 
I’m

 
w

riting. 
For 

som
e 

tim
e 

I’ve
observed the various w

ays that religion transform
s

itself and our culture. I’m
 gathering data for W

ho’s
in 

Church? 
Conversations 

w
ith 

Disciples 
and

Dropouts. If you care to essay an opinion, or sug-
gest 

an 
interesting 

interview
ee,

pw
barnes@

aol.com
 

w
ould 

be 
grateful.

>
>

M
ATTHEW

 CCAM
PBELL

Started teaching
“Techniques in Poetry,” an on-line course for the
University of M

aine system
 in January. I have nine

poem
s com

ing out in an anthology from
 Six G

allery
Press called Jacob’s Ladder. This is the Joyce
issue. I also just opened m

y ow
n nightclub in

Rutland, Vt. called “G
odfather’s.” The m

adness
there is ruling m

y life for now, along w
ith the lit-

tle guy, Aidan, w
ho is now

 tw
o. M

y w
ife is still

w
onderful. >

>
M

ATTHEW
 CCAROLAN

I have
a couple essays in the w

orks. I’ve got tw
o lined up

for 
publication, 

and 
I’m

 
w

aiting 
on 

few
 

m
ore

rejections. Still nothing in G
ray’s

or Field and
Stream

. I think I’m
 going to send m

y novel out next
w

eek. I’ve finally reached that I don’t give a shit

attitude again, and I’ve found that w
hen I do, good

things happen. I’m
 back to w

riting fiction, and I’ve
got a m

em
oir bubbling around in m

y head. I’m
 also

reading like crazy again. I’ve also started studying
for that Coast G

uard exam
. W

ith any luck, I’ll be
Captain Carolan next year. Tarpon, bonefish, and
perm

it for all! I’m
 planning on hitting Bennington

hard next June. >
>

DIANA DDEM
ERS

I’m
 still

enjoying the Caribbean after fifteen m
onths here.

Still hoping for Bennington visitors. So far only Len
Edgerly has m

ade an appearance, but that’s not
saying m

uch since he’s visited every U.S. state,
county, m

unicipality, and territory since gradua-
tion. M

y friend and co-translator, Yukiko Shigeto,
and I have gotten perm

ission from
 post-W

W
II poet,

Isigaki Rin, to publish translations of her w
ork.

W
e’re very excited and have about 40 poem

s in
rough translation, w

orking now
 to turn them

 into
poetry. O

therw
ise, in m

y doom
ed yet eternal quest

to please W
illiam

 Pierce and M
atthew

 Carolan, I’m
w

orking 
on 

a 
fiction 

project. 
>

>
LEN

EDGERLY
I have poem

s forthcom
ing in 5 a.m

.,
Four Corners, and M

argie. I’m
 finishing up tw

o
book review

s for The Bloom
sbury Review

. M
y six-

m
onth sabbatical from

 w
riting new

 poetry official-
ly ended the day before Thanksgiving, and, sure
enough, a poem

 arrived on the plane as Darlene
and I approached Boston for the annual turkey
traum

a. It w
as great seeing Diana Dem

ers and
Valerie Ellis in person during m

y January travels,
an am

azing 60 degrees apart from
 each other in

tem
perature. For Christm

as, Santa brought m
e a

platinum
 

flip-top 
G

am
e 

Boy 
Advance 

SP
and

Advance 
W

ars 
2

to 
play 

on 
it. >

>
NINA

FORSYTHE
I landed a job as a reference librar-

ian at our local branch library last O
ctober, and I

love it! I get all kinds of w
eird–I m

ean interesting
questions. I’m

 learning a ton of things that I’m
sure w

ill be useful som
e day. O

n the publication
front, I’m

 supposed to have had a poem
 in LIT

(I
haven’t seen it yet) and another in The M

ennonite.
Here in Sioux City w

e have 27 inches of snow
 on

the ground and w
inter’s not over yet. Now

 I know
I’m

 not in Nicaragua. >
>

M
ICHAEL GGAUSE

I’m
 still in San Francisco, fighting for the rights of

all starving artists and coordinating a local cam
-

paign to increase funding for m
ental health pro-

gram
s. I’ve been so active in progressive issues

that w
riting has been a chore, but I hope to start

getting som
e w

ords out there by the sum
m

er. O
n

the personal front, I have a w
onderful girlfriend,

and am
 hanging w

ith fellow
 roguish alum

s M
att

M
cG

lincy and Russell Dillon. The three of us are
developing a plan to take the San Francisco liter-
ary 

w
orld 

by 
storm

, 
one 

w
hiskey 

at 
a 

tim
e.

>
>

ANNE GGERM
ANACOS

Has stories forth-
com

ing in The Florida Review
and Black W

arrior
Review

. And 
“Irini” 

can 
be 

read 
in 

the 
2003

archives 
of 

Agni
on-line. 

>
>

STEVE
GREGORIS

A
m

illion classes a w
eek to teach,

plus a student teacher this sem
ester, plus it looks

>
>

 co
n

tin
u

ed
 fro

m
 p

a
g

e 4

>
>

 co
n

tin
u

es o
n

 p
a

g
e 10

teach a sum
m

er creative w
riting class. YAY! I’m

expanding m
y collection of book contest rejec-

tions, as usual. I invite you to visit m
y w

ebsite at:
w

w
w.stripedgazelle.org/rebecca. >>DONALD

BERK
Starting to sit daily in the w

riting chair
after a year of creative excuses. Finally and com

-
pletely folded the tent on m

y com
puter business.

‘Exhilaration.’
w

ould be the final haiku line about
that. Also closed our glider school after 30 years
and over 90,000 flights. Sad, that, but finally lib-
erates m

e to seek desert w
riting retreat this year.

M
eanw

hile, I’m
 teaching freshm

an English and ESL
at the local college and helping m

y father (93)
through 

a 
m

ajor 
health 

crisis. Also 
w

orked 
in

G
uatem

ala for six w
eeks on a volunteer project.

Next tim
e you read ‘hand-picked’

on a bag of cof-
fee beans, picture the pickers com

bing vertical
slopes w

ith 100 lb sacks for a buck a day. Hope all
of 

you 
are 

w
ell 

and 
w

riting. >
>

NICO
LE

NEW
TON

O
n Sunday, August 17th, the w

eekend
of the great M

idw
estern blackout, Robert and I

w
ere m

arried in a sm
all cerem

ony. I’m
 w

riting,
teaching, and ultim

ately m
oving forw

ard in w
ays I

could never have im
agined. I w

ish you all happi-
ness. >

>
JUDY 

RRO
W

LEY
At 

the 
end 

of
Decem

ber I felt very good about m
y w

riting year. I
had a m

em
oir essay published in Lifeboat, Autum

n
2003 and several poem

s accepted by literary jour-
nals. I’m

 looking forw
ard to seeing m

any of you at
the Alum

ni reunion. >
>

TOM
 SSCHABARUM

Now
 settled in Seattle, I’m

 enjoying Northw
est life

and all it contains: the m
ountains, lakes, rivers,

opera, literary (w
e’re the num

ber tw
o city on the

literary m
ap), salm

on and such. It has been a
tum

ultuous year–som
e bad, som

e good–but I’ve
been doing far too m

uch corporate w
riting and not

enough fiction–sad, but true. Check us out on the
w

eb 
at 

w
w

w
.m

indopera.com
. 

Best 
to 

all.
>

>
M

ICHAEL SSCHIAVO
As 

far 
as 

poetry
goes, 

I 
have 

had/w
ill 

have 
a 

sestina 
in

M
cSw

eeney’s Internet Tendency
and sonnets in

U
npleasant 

Event 
Schedule, 

Sm
all 

Spiral
Notebook, La Petite Zine, and David Harbilas’s
ow

n Four Corners. A
long poem

, “Sum
m

ersend,”
w

ill be in the anthology Don’t Abuse the M
use

from
M

iddlefinger 
Press 

(Spring 
2004), 

the 
proceeds

benefiting research for Parkinson’s Disease. O
n the

nonfiction side, I had a “Light” feature about St.
Elm

o’s fire in The Believer
(Issue 10) and a “Lost &

Found” feature about the poet Douglas Crase in
Tin House

(Issue 17).- - - - -

J
U
N
E

2
0
0
1

class agent Andrea Jarrell

>>JENN DDEAN
I’m

 on m
y w

ay to Costa Rica to
study toucans and large hairy spiders. I’m

 w
orking

on an interview
 w

ith the esteem
ed w

riter Jane
Brox. I am

 also the proud ow
ner of an inflatable

G
um

by. And, as the character “Jen” in M
elissa

G
ibson’s latest play: at a certain point a person

needs to choose betw
een looking good and accom

-
plishing som

ething because it’s just not possible to
do both. >>PAUL EEBERLY

Since June 2003,
I’ve lived in the Lincoln Park neighborhood of
Chicago, a couple of m

iles north of the Loop, in a
nano-sized tow

nhouse w
ith M

yriam
, m

y goddess;
SRE, 

our 
five-year-old; 

and 
our 

tw
o Australian

Shepherds and m
isanthropic cat. At 48, I don’t feel

a m
inute over seventy, and I’ve becom

e som
ething

of a w
orkout fanatic in the (ultim

ately futile!)
effort to stave off the effect of the years. I’ve had
som

e success publishing m
y thesis stories, though

less than I’d hoped. I w
rite, I read; also, I edit for

StoryQ
uarterly. I hope I see som

e of you at AW
P!

>
>

PAUL HHERTNEKY
Fueled by m

y recent
success 

and 
the 

eagerness 
w

ith 
w

hich 
editors

request m
y essays, I have started a new

 collection:
“Bitterness and Frustration are M

y Friends.” Thank
you all for snapping up the entire press run of “M

y
Dear Sw

eet Ulcer.” You’ve allow
ed m

e to rise
above the sham

e of vanity publishing w
ith the

forthcom
ing “Let’s Talk Tum

ors.” I hope all of you,
too, w

ill find profit and acclaim
in your m

isery.
M

erci. >
>

ANDREA JJARRELL
M

y consulting
business has grow

n six tim
es in the last tw

o years
as I’ve truly turned m

y attention to it and both m
y

children are in school. And, both odd and exciting,
I’m

 finding that elem
ents of story (plot, character,

setting, dialog, etc.) inform
 m

y professional w
ork.

Frankly, I think the fact that I’m
 a fiction w

riter is
a big part of m

y success. Lots of articles last year,
one of w

hich w
as published as a book chapter. See

you 
at 

AW
P

and 
for 

the 
10th 

Anniversary.
>>EUGENIA KKIM

I w
ill finish m

y novel this
year. This year, I w

ill finish m
y novel. By the end of

the year, m
y novel w

ill be finished by m
e. I’ll get

those last chapters of m
y novel done, I w

ill. M
y

first novel w
ill be finished in 2004. O

kay, okay, I’ll
squeeze in another story and a m

em
oir piece, too,

since I’ve been teaching m
em

oir for the past six
m

onths. But m
ark m

y w
ords, I’ll have that novel

done by year’s end. I w
ill. >>CINDY MM

ILW
E

I
have–as they say–another bun in m

y oven. Due Aug.
4. Been crazy-tired, super-hungry, and rem

arkably
un-poetic. Trying to figure out how

 to w
rite w

hile
chasing a toddler. Also w

hat to nam
e a new

 little
person w

hose sister is a “Tupelo.” >>CATE
M

URPHY
After giving up com

position teaching
at Napa Valley College, I’m

 spending m
ore tim

e
w

riting and nurturing m
y editing business. O

ne
project is the Bennington Collective Anthology, to
w

hich all form
er and current Collective m

em
bers

are invited to subm
it w

ork done w
ithin the on-line

Collective. The anthology w
ill be self-published

and released at the BW
S 10th Anniversary celebra-

tion in June. O
ther possible projects: editing tw

o
children’s books and a Napa Valley dessert book,
and ghostw

riting a book for a m
edical m

arijuana
grow

er. He asked if I w
ould m

ind being paid in
“bud.” Thirteen years ago I w

ould have jum
ped at

it. >
>

JOHN DDIAM
OND-NNIGH

: In the past
year or so m

y poetry has appeared in The Paris
Review

, 
The 

G
ettysburg 

Review
, 

Agni, 
The

M
alahat 

Review
, 

Beloit 
Poetry 

Journal, 
Black

W
arrior Review

and Barrow
 Street. M

y new
 m

anu-
script w

ill soon m
ake its rounds in search of a pub-

lisher. M
y sculpture (alw

ays integral to m
y w

riting)
has in the recent past been exhibited at Yale, The
M

innesota Institute of Art, and the Sm
ithsonian.

Laid low
 w

ith an injured back, I’ve had the luxury
of reading m

ore in the past tw
o m

onths than I’ve
been 

able 
to 

do 
since 

those 
grand, 

alm
ost

H
ellenic, 

days 
at 

Bennington. 
>

>
JULIA

PEARSON
I’m

 still w
riting, sending w

ork out,
and playing cello–the old drill. I also have poem

s
appearing 

in 
the 

forthcom
ing 

issue 
of 

the
Connecticut 

River 
Review

. 
>

>
ALEXA

M
ARTIN PPRUIT

After giving up nearly three
years of m

y life to hell (hell being a place called
Colorado Springs) m

y husband and I m
oved to G

ig
Harbor, W

ash. I’m
 w

riting again, daily, fiction of all
things, and it seem

s that as long as I’m
 w

riting and
living in this state that I love w

ith fam
ily nearby–a

little too nearby at tim
es–I can ride out life’s

uncertainties. Though I haven’t talked to m
ost of

you since graduation, I think of you often, and am
rooting for your success in w

hatever brings you joy,
be it w

riting or digging ditches. >>EVELYN
ROSEN

M
y essay “Spiderw

erk” w
ill finally be

com
ing 

out 
in 

the 
next 

issue 
of 

Frontiers, 
a

W
om

an’s 
Studies 

Journal 
published 

by 
the

University 
of 

W
ashington. 

I’m
 

w
orking 

hard 
at

teaching, m
arking too m

any papers, tending our
large fam

ily w
ith 23 grandchildren, and w

orking on
a 

series 
of 

m
em

oir/short 
stories. 

W
ill 

hike 
in

Portugal this spring and am
 m

oving from
 our house

of 18 years to a condo, m
ore centrally located,

sm
aller, 

and 
free 

of 
law

n 
... 

thank 
goodness.

>
>

LAUREL VVAN DDER WW
ENDE

I’ve been
doing w

hat psychologists call therapeutic parent-
ing. For eighteen m

onths after w
e adopted our

daughter, I put all m
y energy into helping her sleep

and 
overcom

e 
attachm

ent 
and 

post-traum
atic

stress issues. Finally, in O
ctober, Crystal decided

that being m
y baby w

as a w
onderful thing. Ah, the

joy of rocking a trusting toddler instead of a bun-
dle of rage and terror! Now

 I have som
e energy left

for w
riting. So far, I’m

 w
riting about Crystal, a col-

lection of m
em

ories that m
ay becom

e a m
em

oir of
the attachm

ent process.

- - - - -

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

2
0
0
1

class agent Debbie Danielpour Chapel

>
>

M
ISHA 

AANGRIST
I 

have 
settled 

in
Durham

, N.C. and am
 w

orking as a science editor
at Duke. I gave a reading in O

ctober and w
as

thrilled that Bennington pals John M
ay and W

hit
Coppedge cam

e out for it. I have a short short
forthcom

ing in Kerem
and continue to beat m

y
dead horse of a novel. >

>
JULIE BBLOEM

EKE
I

am
 still reading, still w

riting, and finding it m
y

>
>

 co
n

tin
u

es o
n

 n
ex

t p
a

g
e
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T
h

e B
en

n
in

gton
 W

ritin
g Sem

in
ars offers stu

d
en

ts an
 op

p
ortu

n
ity to learn

 from
 som

e of th
e best w

riters w
orkin

g tod
ay.

M
akin

g th
e m

ost of th
e exp

erien
ce, h

ow
ever, sh

ou
ld

 also in
volve form

in
g relation

sh
ip

s w
ith

 p
eers w

h
ose literary, aesth

etic,
an

d
 critical in

terests h
ave som

e relevan
ce to ou

r ow
n

—
 or, as Sh

eila K
oh

ler p
u

t it to m
e d

u
rin

g th
e m

ost recen
t grad

u
ation

d
in

n
er, “m

akin
g frien

d
s.”

L
ow

-resid
en

cy, com
p

ared
 to a trad

ition
al grad

u
ate sch

ool form
at, offers ad

van
tages an

d
 d

isad
van

tages, in
 th

is regard
. A

fter th
e

six m
on

th
s betw

een
 resid

en
cies, you

 m
igh

t forget everyon
e’s n

am
e. A

fter th
e ten

 d
ays of

resid
en

cy, you
 m

igh
t w

an
t to. B

oth
 th

e first p
acket an

d
 th

e d
em

an
d

s of h
om

e in
sist on

atten
tion

. T
h

ere’s little tim
e for corresp

on
d

in
g w

ith
 frien

d
s from

 B
en

n
in

gton
. O

r, m
aybe

m
ore th

an
 an

yth
in

g else, w
ith

ou
t th

e com
m

on
 con

text of th
e resid

en
cy, th

ere’s n
ot m

u
ch

 to
talk abou

t. A
n

d
 after grad

u
ation

, w
h

en
 th

e obligation
s of p

ost –
B

en
n

in
gton

 life resu
m

e
th

eir p
lace as p

riority, keep
in

g in
 tou

ch
 w

ith
 classm

ates can
 be d

ifficu
lt.

A
fter th

e Su
m

m
er 20

0
3 R

esid
en

cy, an
 essay by L

eslie M
cG

rath
 on

 N
ation

al P
u

blic
R

ad
io w

as th
e catalyst for a series of m

ass em
ails, betw

een
 a grou

p
 of B

’ton
ites, first abou

t
th

e n
atu

re of fem
in

ism
, an

d
 th

en
 abou

t a variety of bran
ch

in
g top

ics. B
oth

 cu
rren

t stu
d

en
ts

an
d

 recen
t grad

u
ates p

articip
ated

, d
eliverin

g ch
allen

gin
g, w

ell-p
h

rased
 (an

d
 often

 len
gth

y)
op

in
ion

s. 
O

n
e recip

ien
t, fin

d
in

g h
is in

box filled
 to th

e p
oin

t w
h

ere it w
ou

ld
n

’t receive n
ew

 m
es-

sages, started
 th

in
kin

g abou
t h

ow
 h

e cou
ld

 con
tin

u
e to listen

 in
 on

 th
e d

iscu
ssion

 w
ith

ou
t

m
issin

g e-m
ails from

 h
is m

om
.

F
orty-five m

in
u

tes later, th
e B

en
n

in
gton

 B
u

lletin
 B

oard
 began

 accep
tin

g p
osts at

h
ttp

://ben
n

in
gton

.p
roboard

s21.com
/

A
n

 In
tern

et B
u

lletin
 B

oard
 is a w

ebsite w
h

ere m
em

bers can
 p

ost m
essages on

 top
ics of

com
m

on
 (or u

n
com

m
on

) in
terest. P

ostin
g a n

ew
 m

essage is m
u

ch
 like sen

d
in

g an
 e-m

ail,
excep

t th
at it’s stored

 an
d

 d
isp

layed
 at a sin

gle, sh
ared

 w
ebsite. M

em
bers can

 m
ake p

u
blic

rep
lies 

to 
m

essages 
p

osted
 

b
y 

oth
ers 

or 
start 

con
versation

s 
on

 
n

ew
 

su
b

jects. 
T

h
e

B
en

n
in

gton
 board

 is h
osted

 by P
roB

oard
s.com

, w
h

ich
 also p

rovid
es th

e tools for registerin
g

n
ew

 m
em

bers, m
ain

tain
in

g th
e board

s, an
d

 organ
izin

g m
essage p

osts. T
h

ey p
rovid

e th
e

service for free, accom
p

an
yin

g it w
ith

 targeted
 ad

s.
T

h
e B

en
n

in
gton

 site in
clu

d
es several board

s, or
gen

eral categories, w
h

ere u
sers bu

ild
 con

versation
s

or “th
read

s” on
 p

articu
lar su

bjects of th
eir ch

oosin
g.

T
h

e site in
clu

d
es board

s for “E
ven

ts” (su
ch

 as read
-

in
gs 

or 
festivals), 

“W
h

at 
w

e’re 
read

in
g”,

“O
p

p
ortu

n
ities”, an

d
 of cou

rse, on
e for each

 of T
h

e
T

h
ree 

G
en

res. 
L

eslie 
M

cG
rath

 
an

d
 

Ish
 

A
rch

bold
m

od
erate tw

o of th
e m

ore active board
s, “Q

u
otes an

d
 T

h
ou

gh
ts” an

d
 “P

oetry” resp
ectively.

P
erh

ap
s m

ost p
op

u
lar, w

ith
 over 10

0
 p

osts, th
e G

en
eral B

oard
 w

ill let you
 talk abou

t an
y-

th
in

g.M
em

bers u
se th

e board
s both

 for on
e-tim

e gen
eral an

n
ou

n
cem

en
ts an

d
 on

-goin
g d

is-
cu

ssion
s. Sin

ce th
e m

ost recen
t resid

en
cy, P

riscilla H
od

gkin
s h

as p
osted

 a job op
en

in
g from

th
e N

ation
al E

n
d

ow
m

en
t for th

e A
rts an

d
 Ish

m
ael A

rch
bold

 h
as n

oted
 a read

in
g series in

B
rooklyn

. C
lark K

n
ow

les, w
ith

 th
e title “let’s get th

e p
arty started

/it’s alread
y too late” h

as
started

 a con
versation

 abou
t “w

ritin
g from

 d
ark p

laces.” 
O

n
e resp

on
d

en
t h

as su
ggested

 th
at if w

e w
rite from

 “a d
eep

 p
lace”, it’s n

ot su
rp

risin
g

th
at p

lace sh
ou

ld
 also be ch

aracterized
 by d

arkn
ess. A

n
oth

er d
escribes th

is as “th
e re-rou

t-
in

g in
to art of ‘u

n
accep

table’ im
p

u
lses.” O

th
er n

ew
 d

iscu
ssion

s are d
evelop

in
g u

n
d

er th
e titles “L

in
ks of In

terest to P
oets (&

 oth
-

ers)”, “W
ou

ld
 you

 call th
is a lyric essay?”, an

d
 “W

ritin
g &

 M
u

sic.”
T

h
e B

en
n

in
gton

 B
u

lletin
 B

oard
s w

elcom
es n

ew
 p

articip
an

ts, in
clu

d
in

g stu
d

en
ts, facu

lty, an
d

 grad
u

ates. If you
 h

ave qu
estion

s
abou

t u
sin

g th
e board

s, I h
ave started

 a sep
arate accou

n
t ju

st for corresp
on

d
in

g w
ith

 m
y m

om
, an

d
 w

ou
ld

 be glad
 to receive you

r
qu

estion
s at coop

er_
ku

an
d

ika@
yah

oo.com
. 

E
d

itor’s n
ote: A

s you
’ve p

roba
bly g

u
essed

, it w
a

s B
ria

n
, w

ith the bu
lg

in
g

 e-m
a

il box, w
ho is the crea

tor (a
n

d
 m

od
era

tor) of
the B

.B
.B

. M
u

ch tha
n

ks to B
ria

n
 for g

ivin
g

 ou
r com

m
u

n
ity a

 p
la

ce ou
tsid

e of resid
en

cy to sha
re ou

r beloved
 obsession

. T
he F

SotV
hop

es you
 w

ill a
ll check it ou

t. A
n

d
 p

ost!

http://bennington.
proboards21.com

/

like 
m

ore 
theatre 

stuff. 
I’ve 

finally 
just 

put
together 5 batches of poem

s for subm
ission, so I

guess I’ll be hearing from
 editors in a few

 m
onths

or so. No Chicago (sm
ack in the m

iddle of sem
es-

ter), or 10-year-Benn in June for m
e (exam

 tim
e

here), but I’d love to get over to Boston and get
together w

ith a few
 W

oollites in the sum
m

er.
>

>
M

ARTHA KKINNEY
M

y first book, The Fall
of Heartless Horse, is forthcom

ing from
 Akashic

Books’
Little 

House 
on 

the 
Bow

ery 
Series 

and
should be out in Decem

ber or January. I w
as a

finalist in the Poets and W
riters California Voices

Contest, and I’ve been revising m
y second m

anu-
script and w

orking on som
e other stuff as w

ell. I
really m

iss everyone and look forw
ard to seeing

you 
all 

in 
June. 

Be 
w

ell! 
>

>
LAURA

LECORGNE
I’m

 teaching com
position at Tulane

and have a story forthcom
ing in Colorado Review

.
>

>
BILL PPIERCE

I’ve 
recently 

had 
fiction

accepted at The Cream
 City Review

 and Am
erican

Literary Review
, and essays are due out this spring

in Agni
and The W

riter’s Chronicle. W
hen m

y son
sings, “Dow

n by the station early in the m
orning,

see the little pufferbellies all in a row,” I don’t
w

ant anything to change ever or tim
e to pass

again. He w
as born in our first sem

ester. W
hich

proves 
Tim

e
isn’t 

listening. 
(Ed.’s 

note: 
Late

breaking new
s: Bill is also the new

 m
anaging edi-

tor 
of 

Agni! 
Yea, 

Bill!)
>

>
REBECCA

ROBINSON
In Novem

ber I taught creative w
rit-

ing at a private girls’
m

iddle school w
ith Ann

Packer–one w
eek, three hours a day, adolescents

... it rocked! Now
 I’m

 tutoring English at the sam
e

school. I have an essay, “Consum
ption,” com

ing
out in Alligator Juniper

in the spring issue. Ian
turns 7 this w

eekend. I rem
em

ber our first resi-
dency, w

hen he w
as alm

ost 4. He called m
e on the

phone and asked, “Do you know
 w

hat photosyn-
thesis is?” I’m

 starting to contract as a technical
w

riter, as the job m
arket is finally, thank heaven,

w
arm

ing up. >>SANDY SSHEA
has just m

oved
and is nesting happily in her new

 hom
e (com

plete
w

ith a separate room
 for her shoes): I’ve just fin-

ished editing a book of essays by the late w
riter

Caroline Knapp, called The M
erry Recluse

due out
by Perseus Books in April, to coincide w

ith the
paperback 

of 
her 

last 
book, 

Appetites: 
W

hy
W

om
en W

ant. W
rote the introduction and edited

the collection. Still w
riting editorials for the Daily

New
s, about to launch a series investigating fam

i-
ly court. >

>
JODI GGARBER-SSIM

ON
I am

 liv-
ing in Albuquerque and still w

orking at m
y public

relations job for the New
 M

exico Credit Union
League. I know

 m
ore than I ever w

anted to about
credit unions, but am

 really enjoying m
yself. I

have the nicest cow
orkers in the w

orld and have
am

ple tim
e to w

rite after w
ork. I’m

 w
orking on a

few
 w

riting projects at the m
om

ent and w
ill be

sure to sound all the alarm
s w

hen one of them
 is

published som
ew

here. I definitely m
iss Bennington

and the rhythm
 m

y life had w
hen it w

as punctuat-

ed by the residencies. I hope to return for a visit
before too long. >

>
M

EG KKELLY VVORM
O

ur
m

inivorm
, Elena, w

as born at hom
e on August 31

(and you thought pushing out that first draft w
as

hard!). Since her arrival, I’ve been w
riting but-

tkiss, but as far as reading, I’m
 revisiting the clas-

sics: Runaw
ay Bunny, Little Toot, and G

oodnight,
G

orilla. Teaching a little skiing, adoring Enrique
Fabuloso, 

m
issing 

the 
W

oollites, 
and 

thinking
about w

riting. But here’s great new
s! I’ve got the

high 
score 

in 
Centipede! >

>
GABRIELLE

ZANE
I attended Bread Loaf last Aug. w

here I
w

orked w
ith the very scary and am

azing poet Dean
Young, and got m

y ass kicked in w
orkshop. Still

revisiting m
y m

anuscript and w
orking on som

e new
pieces including trying m

y hand at personal essay.
W

orking in the arts running an after-school theater
group for disadvantaged youth and an enrichm

ent
program

 bringing w
riters and artists into urban

schools in Connecticut. Still on the editorial board
of Curbstone Press. Learning to live w

ithout m
y

brother Doug, m
y dog Boo, and W

arren Zevon in
the w

orld.

- - - - -

J
U
N
E

2
0
0
2

class agent Allyson Salazar

>
>

M
ATTHEW

 AADAM
S

I’ve 
been 

doing
absolutely nothing besides being hom

e-dad, nurse
m

aid, houseboy and horseboy (this is a new
 addi-

tion to the fam
ily, his nam

e’s Rodney if you can
believe it). W

orking sporadically on a screenplay
and 

a 
novel, 

but 
not 

enough 
to 

m
ention.

>
>

ANDY DDEHNART
After a few

 w
eeks off to

recover, I’ve started a new
 sem

ester teaching lit-
erary journalism

 and three other courses. I’m
 look-

ing forw
ard to returning to Chicago for AW

P
in

M
arch, 

continuing 
m

y 
proselytizing 

for 
How

ard
Dean, and resum

ing hip-hop dance class. Right
now

 I’m
 “w

orking on” m
ore than I’m

 actually w
rit-

ing, but I suppose that’s a start. M
y w

riting proj-
ects 

right 
now

 
include 

a 
piece 

about 
NASA’s

m
ythologizing 

for 
SEED 

M
agazine, 

researching
autism

’s links to popular culture for a story, and
developing 

a 
book 

proposal 
w

ith 
Jodi 

G
arber-

Sim
on (Jan. ‘03). >

>
KATHRYN DDOUGLAS

,
being of sound (ish) m

ind and fresh from
 yoga

class, do declare the follow
ing literary life haps

since our last “m
eeting” in the vortextual farside:

O
ne (1) public reading of poetry (m

y very ow
n) at

Yale G
rad School; thousands of e-m

ails and journal
entries w

ritten; listening to the fam
ous reading

w
henever possible (Edna O

’Brien, Robert Creeley,
et. al.); w

orking w
ith Yale Fellow

s on upcom
ing

publication of second issue of Palim
psest; day-

dream
ing about taking advantage of Aer Lingus’s

$99 to Dublin prom
otion; sending m

ucho (w
ell,

tw
o) baby congratulation e-m

ails to Bennington
colleagues 

(w
elcom

e 
H

azel 
and 

G
eorge!).

>>ANN FFINE
class of O

H TO
O

!, recently got a
new

 
job 

as 
the 

events 
coordinator 

at 
the

University of Arizona Poetry Center, sold one hom
e

and bought another, co-founding and co-directing
a non-profit inn for w

riters w
hich w

ill open in the
next few

 m
onths–hope Bennington alum

inum
s w

ill
check it out on the w

eb at w
w

w.casalibre.org.
>>JOHN GGREEN

Due m
ostly to som

e encour-
aging w

ords from
 an agent I think I like, I’m

 w
ork-

ing daily on a novel. In a few
 days I’m

 off for a
three-w

eek w
riting retreat to see if I can finish a

first draft. For the tim
e being, I parked the G

reat
Am

erican one, w
hich w

as filling m
e w

ith fear,
doubt and constipation, and am

 w
orking on the

regular Am
erican one, w

hich is a w
hole lot m

ore
fun. I’ve got an R-rated story out in the m

ost
recent issue of Andrei Codrescu’s on-line m

ag,
Exquisite Corpse (w

w
w.corpse.org/issue_12/hedo-

nism
/green.htm

l). 
>

>
ANASTASIO

S
KOZAITIS

It’s all Andy Dehnart’s fault. I have
not w

ritten a poem
 in ages, but I’ve spent count-

less hours creating w
w

w.lostbaklava.com
, a photo-

blog for our new
 baby boy G

eorge A. Kozaitis, w
ho

arrived on 8 January 2004. That act, how
ever,

m
ust be one of the true m

eanings of poeisis. All
the 

w
hile, 

I 
w

rote 
the 

introduction 
to 

the 
E.

Ethelbert M
iller’s new

 book of poem
s, How

 W
e

Sleep on the Nights W
e Don’t M

ake Love, and a
num

ber of essays and review
s for Another Chicago

M
agazine, 

Boston 
Review

, 
Jacket, 

and 
-VeRT.

O
ooo alm

ost forgot: I have poem
s in the new

 issue
of 

Em
ergency 

Alm
anac

(w
w

w.em
ergencypress.org). >>ROB PPHELPS

M
y short story “Bodysurfing” has been accepted

for publication in the first 2004 issue of Body
Positive

m
agazine 

(w
w

w
.bodypos.org/publica-

tions), and I’m
 still w

riting personal essays for Poz
M

agazine
(w

w
w.poz.org). W

as on a panel of HIV
positive 

w
riters 

w
ho 

w
rite 

about 
H

IV 
at 

the
Lam

bda literary festival held this year in m
y hom

e-
tow

n Provincetow
n and hosted the event’s open

reading (John Row
ell, you, your w

it, and your
spiffy 

bow
 

tie 
w

ere 
sorely 

m
issed 

up 
there).

O
therw

ise shivering out on boarded-up, w
inter-

tim
e Cape Cod. >

>
ALLYSON SSALAZAR

I am
busy com

pleting a 14-canvas study of postpartum
depression, w

hich (if finished) w
ill be on display at

the W
illiam

 Benton M
useum

 in the fall of ‘05. I am
w

orking daily on w
riting m

y nam
e. So far it’s going

pretty w
ell. 

- - - - -

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

2
0
0
2

class agent Tom
 Schabarum

>
>

REBECCA BBALCARCEL
I 

continue 
to

teach for Tarrant County College (part-tim
e) and

hom
e school m

y three boys. I’m
 w

riting articles as
w

ell as poem
s, on everything from

 hom
e school

ideas to poetry translation. M
ost recent pubs are

on-line–if curious, check Poetry M
idw

est, 3rd M
use

Poetry Journal, and M
use Squared

in your search
engine. I also read “on the air” for a University of
Texas radio program

, w
hich led to an offer to

>
>

 fro
m

 p
a

g
e 6

“
A
F
T
E
R
 
T
H
E
 
S
I
X

M
O
N
T
H
S
 
B
E
T
W
E
E
N
 

R
E
S
I
D
E
N
C
I
E
S
,
 
Y
O
U

M
I
G
H
T
 
F
O
R
G
E
T
 

E
V
E
R
Y
O
N
E
’
S
 
N
A
M
E
.

A
F
T
E
R
 
T
H
E
 
T
E
N
 
D
A
Y
S

O
F
 
R
E
S
I
D
E
N
C
Y
,
 
Y
O
U

M
I
G
H
T
 
W
A
N
T
 
T
O
.
 
B
O
T
H

T
H
E
 
F
I
R
S
T
 
P
A
C
K
E
T

A
N
D
 
T
H
E
 
D
E
M
A
N
D
S
 
O
F

H
O
M
E
 
I
N
S
I
S
T
 
O
N

A
T
T
E
N
T
I
O
N
.
 
T
H
E
R
E
’
S

L
I
T
T
L
E
 
T
I
M
E
 
F
O
R

C
O
R
R
E
S
P
O
N
D
I
N
G
 
W
I
T
H

F
R
I
E
N
D
S
 
F
R
O
M

B
E
N
N
I
N
G
T
O
N
.
 
O
R
,

M
A
Y
B
E
 
M
O
R
E
 
T
H
A
N

A
N
Y
T
H
I
N
G
 
E
L
S
E
,
 

W
I
T
H
O
U
T
 
T
H
E
 
C
O
M
M
O
N

C
O
N
T
E
X
T
 
O
F
 
T
H
E
 

R
E
S
I
D
E
N
C
Y
,
 
T
H
E
R
E
’
S

N
O
T
 
M
U
C
H
 
T
O
 
T
A
L
K

A
B
O
U
T
.
 
A
N
D
 
A
F
T
E
R

G
R
A
D
U
A
T
I
O
N
,
 
W
H
E
N
 
T
H
E

O
B
L
I
G
A
T
I
O
N
S
 
O
F

P
O
S
T
–
B
E
N
N
I
N
G
T
O
N
 
L
I
F
E

R
E
S
U
M
E
 
T
H
E
I
R
 
P
L
A
C
E

A
S
 
P
R
I
O
R
I
T
Y
,
 
K
E
E
P
I
N
G

I
N
 
T
O
U
C
H
 
W
I
T
H

C
L
A
S
S
M
A
T
E
S
 
C
A
N
 
B
E

D
I
F
F
I
C
U
L
T
.
”



O
N

E
T

H
O

U
S

A
N

D
W

O
R

D
S

T
H
E
C
L
A
S
S
O
F
 
J
A
N
U
A
R
Y
 
2
0
0
4
 
I
N
P
I
C
T
U
R
E
S

T
h

e C
lass o

f Jan
u

ary
2

0
0

4
 an

d
 th

e C
o

re F
acu

lty

(left 
to 

right) 
fron

t 
row

:
V

irgil
Suarez, 

E
. 

E
thelbert 

M
iller, 

Jan
e

H
irshfield, M

artha C
ooley, A

ny G
erstler,

Jill M
cC

orkle, Priscilla H
odgkins, D

avid
G

ates; second row
:

H
enri C

ole, V
ictoria

C
lausi, Phillip Lopate, H

olly B
ern, Liam

R
ector, 

C
iaran

 
C

ooper, 
P

eter 
D

avis,
C

atherin
e T

urn
er, Susan

 C
heever; third

row
:

E
laine M

cFerron, Sheila K
ohler, V

ivian
G

orn
ick, 

A
m

y 
H

em
pel, 

Judith 
R

osen
,

R
ebecca A

rm
strong, A

nita T
aylor, Sven

B
irkerts, M

ary-B
eth H

ughes; fourth row
:

Jason Shinder, E
d O

chester, N
icole H

ardy,
M

atthew
 M

cG
lincy, M

arcia M
ead-Lebre,

Jeannie Zi In K
im

, K
ari R

uth, A
nnabel

D
avis-G

off, A
skold M

elnyczuk; back
row

:
A

m
ie K

eddy, Sariah D
orbin,

Sam
uel M

iranda, K
im

 P
uckett,

Leslie C
lark, D

avid H
arbilas,

A
nthony O

w
ens.

P A G E9
8P A G E

Andrew Hughes and Am
ie Keddy

Cilla and Jennifer at the grad dance

Tom
, Andrew and M

att perform
 karoke at the pub

Vanina M
arsot, Kim

 Puckett-
Slinn and Anthony Owens
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